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Figure 2: Locality

Introduction

This Conservation Management Plan was commissioned in May‘1999 by
Shoalhaven City Council.

A Conservation Plan was required by Council to ensure that appropriate
long term decisions are made with respect te the conservation, ongoing
maintenance and future use of the former ES&A Bank building and
surrounding curtilage.

The content and format of this report follow the guidelines of The
Conservation Plan by J S Kerr and the assessment of significance is

based on the Stafe Heritage Inventory criteria of the NSW Heritage
Office as foilows:

Part 1 investigate Significance
Part 2 Assess Significance
Part 3 Manage Significance
Part 4 Conservation Policy
Part 5 implementation strategy

Scope of This Report

In accordance with the Brief, Parts 3, 4 and 5 of this report are presented
as a cursory overview oniy, to enable conservation management issues
to be analysed in further detail in future when redevelopment of the
property or change of use is proposed,

Objectives of this Conservation Management Plan
In summary the objectives of the report are to:

« Establish the cultural significance of the Bank building, outbuilding
and component parts.

» Formulate appropriate policies for the conservation and ongoing
management of the former Bank and curtilage, taking into account
both the significant physical fabric and the ongoing usage
requirements.

+ That the scope of the study will provide sufficient basis to enable the
building owner to establish a works and maintenance program.
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Study Area -

The study area is the Council owned Lot 1 DP 221105, the former ES&A
Bank building and its immediate curtilage as defined by the boundaries
of this allotment.

The study area is bounded by Queen Strast to the South, Albert Street to
the North, the Old Berry Past Office to the East and the Berry Bizarre
Store to the West.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY -

Introduction
This Conservation Management Plan was commissioned by the

Shoalhaven City Councit for the conservation and ongoing management
of the former ES&A Bank Building.

The significance of the site is now widely acknowledged, and this report
seeks to identify the nature of and relative levels of significarice
applicable to the building and its component parts, and establish
appropriate conservation policies. The assessments of significance take
into account historical documentary matenal and physical examination
of the fabric of the building.

Preliminary recommendations regarding implementation strategies for
the conservation works have been prepared

Summary of Recommendaticns

The Assessment of Significance has determined that the building has a
high level of Historical, Aesthetic, Social and Associative significance.
This report generally recommends that the ES&A Bank should be
appropriately conserved and maintained. Conservation policies should
be vigorously implemented to preserve the interpretive value of the
building as a rare and intact example of the commercial work of the
esteemed 19" Century architect, William Wardail.

The major outcomes include the following:

» The building fabric should be appropriately conserved using advice
from conservation professionals and appropriately qualified
tradespeople.

» Guidelines are proposed for appropriate ongoing conservation,
management and maintenance of the precinct.

e Significant elements of the building should be restared to original
form and materials:
- Replacement of roof with slate
- Resteration/ reconstruction of certain interior spaces to their
original configuration and finishes, notably the Banking
Chamber, Managers office and principal rooms of the residence.

» Policies are proposed which recognise the contribution of the building
to the streetscape of Queen Street and townscape of Berry, and the
historical fabric of the township.

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consultants 8
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PART 1: INVESTIGATE SIGNIFICANCE

The first step in the process of assessing the heritage significance of the
ES&A Bank Building and its site is to acquire a comprehensive
understanding of the history of the site, in the context of the broader
social history of Berry and the Shoalhaven. This involves the assembly of
ail relevant available documentary material, including photegraphs,
surveys, drawings, news items, together with verbal accourts from
pecple with first hand knowledge of the placs.

The physical fabric of the building and existing configuration of the site
were inspected. The building revealed a clear account of its history and
usage, providing confirmation of the available documentary evidence.

1.1 DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE;
Histarical Background
Robyn Florance

The English Scottish and Australian Banking Company commenced
business in Berry in June 1875 in a cottage which was situated adjacent
to the Berry Motel, on the southermn side of Queen Street. Mr Robert
Finlayson was the first Bank Manager.! This was the second branch an
the coast and the third in New South Wales.?

In 8th March 1884 the English Scoitish and Australian Bank purchasead
Lot 4 Section 3 in the Township of Berry from the Berry Estate for £500
for the purpose of erecting a new bank building.’

The E.S5.& A. Bank commissioned architect William Wardell to design a
series of distinctive “bank” buildings for Wollengong, Berry, Paddington,
Baimain and Camberwell. His design cailed for the gable end of the
building to be finished in the form of a steeply stepped parapet
reminiscent of a Highland Castle rampant (often referred to as Scottish
Barogque), thus giving the E.S. & A. Bank the presentation it sought.*

On 2nd August 1884 Wardell wrote to the Bank advising of the tenders
received;

Muller & Purdie £3,484
Buchanan £2,802
James Linkiater £2.735
W. Stoddart £2,375
Binns & Milligan £2,250
Moare & Wolf £2,048
Ettinghausen & Watkins £1,939

! Lidbetter Mary L., Historic Sites of Berry, Berry & District Historical
Society Inc., Revised Edition 1993, p 42

? Bayley William A., Shoalhaven, Shoathaven Shire Council, Nowra,
1975, p. 111

® Bank File - Berry Museum Archives

% Bark File - Berry Museum Archives

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Hentage Consultants 7
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The contract to erect the bank buildings was awarded to W, Stoddart on
23rd September 1884 with further adgitions to the value of £2,293° Mr
Adam Mann supervised the construction of the building which was
completed by October 1885° The follawing April the Broughton Creek
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Fig 4:
Survey of Broughton Township, 1883,
one year before construction of ES&A Bank

% Bark File - Berry Museum Archives

8 Letter from H.G. Morton to John Hay of 19 May 1885 ML MSS 315/108
Item 1 page 43 CY 2262 frame 28 [Morton refers to Adam Mann
supervising censtruction of the E.S & A Bank]
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Register reported *...Broughton Creek is prograssing apace in building -
permanent substantial building. Qutsiders do not know that the' E.S. &
A.C. Banking Company have recently completed and now aceupy
splendid new brick premises at a cost of probably £5,000...."

Alexander James Colley became the first Bank Manager in the new
premises.® He was the son of James Colley, Mayor of Kiama, and his
wife Margaret Jan Molesg, and only 22 years of age - the youngest Bank
Manager appointed to that position.'®

The E.S. & A Bank closed its Berry branch of 20th April 1542."

At a council meeting in April 1943 Berry Municipal Council resolved to
purchase the old E.S.& A, Bank Building in Queen Street which had been
offered to them by the Bank when it closed down its branch for £1200.
Council made an offer of £100 deposit with the balance to be paid at
£100 per annum plus interest at 5% which was acceptable to the bank_ 2

When the Bank reopened in December 1951 the premises were leased
back to the E.S. & A. Bank." Following the merger with the A.N.Z. Bank,
the bank ceased business in Berry in December 1972 although the
residence was still occupied under lease'™.

In Octaber 1975 the Berry & District Historical Society sub-rented the
banking section of the building from the A.N.Z. Bank with assistance from
Shoalhaven Shire Council in meeting the rental costs.'® The Museum,
which had operated from behind the Chemist shop since 1970, was then
moved to the banking chambers, '®

When the bank's lease ended in 1978 the area of the building leased to
the Berry Museum was enlarged and outdoor display set up.’’ In 1983
the residence portion of the building became empty and Shoathaven City
Council agreed to rent the entire building and grounds to the Berry &
District Historical Saciety.’® The former bank building is now The Berry
Museum.

" The Broughton Creek Register Saturday 7th April 1886 Voi 1 No. 1
Page 2 Column 3

® This appears to be when the move was made to the new building
although ANZ Archives information differs. Colley took over as Bank
Manager from Fintayson in July 1878 in the oid premises.

% Cottee Don & McBurney Yvonne, Terralong Tracks Kiama, Educational
Material Aid, Strathfield, 1987

"% Reference from National Trust. As Colley was born in 1859 he would
have been appointed Bank Manager (22 years) in 1881 when the bank
was situated in the cottage.

" Antill R.G., Seftlement in the South, Weston & Co., Kiama, 1982, p 106
2 Antill op.cit. p 107

' National Trust reference

" { idbetter Mary L., Histonic Sites of Berry, Berry & District Historical
Society Inc., Revised Edition 1993, p 63

'* § idbetter Mary L, op.cit. p 63

'® The Berry Museum - Walk or Drive around Berry “Town of Trees”

"7 Lidbetter Mary L., op.cit. p 63

'® | idbetter Mary L., op.cit. p 63

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consultants g



ES&A Bank, Berry Conservation Management Plan

E.S. & A. Bank Managers - Berry Branch

Date Manager

June 1875 R. Finlaysan
Qctober 1885* A.J. Colley

March 1911 S.G. Bonfield
June 1819 F.A. Bray

1925 T.P. Brown

1928 P.R. Hesse

1937 , Douglas F. Martin
194249 Branch Closed

June 1943 Berry Municipal Councit purchased the property and occupied the build
as a Council Chambers.

1950 P.M.G. Young
1958 K.M. Johnston
1962 M.A. White

1966 B.C. Grimison

October 1670 E.S. & A Bank merged with ANZ Bark Ltd under title of ANZ Banking
Group Ltd.

1972 | R.H. Allen
Branch Closed on 8/12/1972

(Source: Correspondence from H.K. Hail, Archivist, Australian and New
Zealand Banking Group Limited 12 March 1975, Berry Museum
Archives)

* This date appears to be incorrect. R. Finlayson was Bank Manager of
the E.8.& A. Nowra Branch in July 1878

Fig &:
Queen Sireet at the turn of the century, ES&A Bank
second building from right

"% Clark Alan, A Brief History of Banking in the Nowra District
Shoalhaven Historical Society, Nowra, n.d. p. 3

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consultants 10
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MEMORIES OF THE GARDEN -
Mrs Bryan nee Hesse, whose father P.R. Hesse was Bank Manager from
1928, spent some of her childhood in the bank and recalls®:

The Coach house, stables and dunny were along the post office
boundary. My father planted the back garden with fruit trees and
remaoved overgrown ones from the narrow entrance garden.

The land extended to Albert Streef and the boundary with the store next
door was near the existing wall of the Bizarre and beyond the
carriageway to the back of the Bizarre premises.

Douglas Frank Martin was transferred to the Berry Branch of the English,
Scottish & Australian Bank from the Bourke branch in 1936. His daughter
Mrs Audrey Boyd, 62 Millbank Road, Terara recalis®:-

The grounds were spacious and the previous Manager, Mr Harold Hesse
had planted a variety of fruit trees, which were fully mature when we
arnved. There were peaches, apples, plums, persimmon and some
grape vines, a loquat, a mulberry tree as welf as oranges and lemons. Mr
Leary was employed at various times to cut the lawns with a scythe,
which .greatly fascinated me and he also pruned the trees at the
appropriate time of the year.

The garden on the western side, between the residence and what was
then Stan Burts garage, was planted with beautiful pink and white
variegated cameillias and my father planted two macadamia nut trees
while he was in residence,

Beside the front steps we enjoyed the perfume from a port wine magnolia
and wistena vins.

Our wonderful neighbours on the eastern side at the Post Office were Mr
and Mrs Arthur Prior, and their son Colin. Mrs Prior was organist at the
Presbyterian Church. Also on the eastern side at the rear of the house
stood a large shed. Aftached to this building was the outside toilet. A
farge privet hedge had been pianted in front of this shed to screen if from
the main street of Berry.

MEMORIES OF THE RESIDENCE

Mrs Bryan recalls:

Mrs Wilson lived in a small house behind the Fost Office and came once
a week to help Mum with the laundry. Water was boiled in Kerosene cans
over the open fireplace in the laundry, the lead lined trough was filled and
a copper stood in the opposite corner. When we came to live here there
was an enormous bath in the laundry. Dad removed it and a normal free
standing bath with chip heater was instalfed in ‘our’ bathroom - not tiles |,
not shower. Glonia, the maid, slept in the maid’s room but went home on
Saturday night.

The present ‘Bennett Room’ was the dining room, the ‘Coclangatta
Room’ was my parents bedroom, the ‘Military Room’ the girls bedroom
and the ‘Bedroom’ was the boy's room. ‘The Wilson Room’ was the
sitting room/pariour. There was no sink or cooking facilities.

The ‘Dairy Room’ became staff premises after the Hesse's left,

® Berry Museum Archives
' Berry Museum Archives

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consultants 11
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Audrey Boyd recails: -

My father, mother, baby brother Don and | travelled by train all day and
all night from Bourke to reach Sydney and stay overnight with friends. We
then boarded the train for the delightful little town of Berry. We thought
we had arrived in paradise, the contrast was so great after living in the
dry western plains for seven years. Mum was pleased with the residence
alf on one level, ancther contrast from the very large two storey mansion
we had occupied in Bourke.

The structure of the inside of the building has not been altered since
those times, but of course the kitchen and bathroom was modernised
during the time Bruce Grimiscn was in residence when the 8ank re-
opened affer the War,

Mr Bruce Grimison, of Osbome Street, Nowra, was Bank Manager from
1968-1971 and was the last manager to live in the residence. He
recalls: The bathroom was extended and very much altered from a
shower with a curtain. Toilets were outside on the verandah. The Bank
lent Council the money fo carry out the necessary rencvations.

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consultants 12
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The Architect
William Wilkinson Wardell, 1823-1899

William Wilkinsan Wardell was born in London in 1823, After same
adventure at sea he returned. to England and took up the study of
engineering which led to employment with the English railway. His
railway survey work took him to various parts of England enabling him to
study old Engiish buildings which were then attracting his attention and
admiration. At this time he met Mr A Welby Pugin who is regarded as the
leader of the Gothic revival and Wardell devoted all possibie time ta its
study.

His first commission as an architect appears to have been a smalj church
on the Thames in 1846 and in the twelve years that followed, until his
departure for Australia in 1858, he erected about thirty churches in
addition to some domestic architecture and civil engineering
commissions. in 1850, at the age of 27, he was elected a Fellow of the
Royal Institute of British Architects and became a Member of the
institution of Civil Engineers,

Wardell migrated to Victoria in 1858, for health reasons and took up
practice at 46 Collins Street, Melbourne. In the same year, his first
commissiort in Australia being St. Patrick’s Cathedral. He quickly moved
through the ranks of Inspector General of Public Works and Buildings, a
past he heid for twenty years. During this period he designed a great
many public buildings; Government House, The Royai Mint and The
Customs House.

In 1878 he moved to Sydney to further his career in private practice, and
was able there, until the end of his life, to give almost daily attention to
supervising the construction of St. Mary's Cathedral and St John's
College, University of Sydney. Armong other works of this period are the
E.S. & A Bank in Adelaide, The Union Club, “Clivedon® in Melbourne (a
lavish seven room Colonial mansion, since demolished). The New South
Wales Club, Union Bank and the old M.L.C. offices in Sydney - to
mention just a few,

Wardel! died in Sydney in 1899 and was succeeded in his architectural

practice by his youngest son, Herbert. His eldest son, Edward, was
Master of the Melbourne Mint,

The Legacy of Wiiliam Wardeil

The following two sections on the work of Wardell is adapted from
extracts of Ursula de Jong: William Wardell: His Life and Work, 1823 -
1899,

‘Inveni Quod Quaesivi® {I have that which | have sought - Wardell
adopted this motto for his coat of arms in 1843 when he was received
into the Catholic Church. His conversion brought about a spiritual
tranquility and satisfaction which remained with him for the rest of his life,
allowing him to pursue his quest for perfection through erecting religious
and secular buildings for the glory of God and as scholarly exampies of
the best of revivalist architecture, interpreted in a highly individualistic
manner. Wardeil's genius was that he was essentially a practical man
who locked at architecture as an architect and as an engineer, and who
used strong spirituality and absolute conviction to produce world class
buildings of superb quality and feeling. He was a perfectionist and
frustrated in much he intended for St Johns Coilege, he wrote to the
authorities: * You are about to build not for this generation only, nor for

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Henitage Consultants 13
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the next, buf for those who will exist in centuries yet far removed from
us....what you do now, do well”.

For many years, Wardell's contemporary fame and reputation were
largely ignored. It is only in recent times that his true place in the cultural
history of nineteenth century Australia has been given the recognition he
deserves.

Nineteenth Century architects were frequently more concerned with the
‘battle of the styles” and the superficiality of the prevailing fashion of the
day. Wardell demonstrated practical skills in effective spatial planning
..." with an architectural heart, more concerned with ideas, imagination
and the handling of space..... as witness in the way St Mary’s cathedral
responds to its ridgetop site, its noble inferior, the robust articutation of its
flying buttresses and piers, and the magnificent flight of steps leading up
fo the main entrance and at St Johns College possessing one of
Sydney’s finest spatial experiences.”

Wardell's Banks

It is his large scale public and institutional buildings such as St Marys
and St Patricks cathedrals, St Johns College and the Victorian Mint for
which William Wardell will be remembered. However a large body of the
work of his Sydney practice which is often overlooked was concerned
with banks, designing new branches for the English Scottish and
Australastan Bank. Wardell's Sydney period from 1878 to 1899 was
extremely productive particularly after he accepted Walter Liberty Vernon
{later NSW Government Architect) as a partrier, commissions including
commercial buildings, warehouses and Club buildings..

One of Wardell's closest friends and patrons in Australia was Sir George
Verdon, a cultured and refined enthusiast of Gothic architecture. In his
youth he had also known Pugin. Through Verdon, Wardell received
commissions to provide designs for the £S&A Bank's Head office in
Melbourmne and branches in Sydney and Adelaide. The Bank in Collins
Street, Melbourne became one of the monuments of Victorian Gothic
Revival with strong Venetian influence. The ornate interior is in contrast
with the restraint of the interior. Wardell achieved a remarkable
sumptuousness with modem materiais. . Structure and decoration have
been skilfully integrated, notable is the treatment of the plated steel joists
which have been painted a soft blue with the bolt heads picked out in
gold.

The ES&A Banks were distinctive because of their Gothic style They thus
became historically and architecturally important. In contrast to the
Melbourne Banking house, which represents the epitome of secular
Gothic Revival architecture in Australia, the Sydney branch is a tiny gem.
This building presenting a single fagade to George Street, arranging a
diversity of elements achieving a compasition of extreme simpiicity.

The suburban branches of the ES&A bank at Wollongong (1883), Berry
(1884), Paddington {1884), Balmain (1840), and Camberwell (1885) form
a significant group of buildings using a northemn European architectural
influence, derived via Scotland. Their dominating feature was a steep
and / or stepped gable roof line. They were built of brick with contrasting

2 john Haskell SMH 13/3/84
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brickwork around rectangular or slightly pointed window and door
openings forming a band marking stories. v

This group have the warmth and domesticity usuaily associated with the
Arts and Crafts movement in contrast to the cool austere classical
influence common in many banks of the period. Wardells designs were in
a simple homespun domestic styie with skillful interpretation of stripped
down use of Gothic idiom.

The ES&A Bank at Berry is now the sole survivor of the Bank's suburban
branches designed by Wardell,

VNS Gand ligas Aviamrsy 1t 1700

Fig 7:

ES&A Banks by Wardell,
Top:  Wollongong
Middle: Melbourne ”
Bottom: Sydney Sk, Srvaner Gemer St (0. 187
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1.2  PHYSICAL EVIDENCE, -

Introduction

This Section describes the physicai fabric of the Bank Building within the
boundaries of the Council holding.

The Building

The building as it exists in 1999 is extracrdinary for the intactness of the
original fabric. In spite of past renovations, the legibility of the spaces
remains clear, and its present use as museum has not obscured the
original banking functions of the interior,

Stages of development:
Year Physical development _Events
1884 Bank, original construction Opening of Branch
1843, ownership by
Council
1951, reopening of Bank
1951 Removal of fireplace,

1970

1975

Alterations to managers office
We's to rear verandsh

Bank, bathroom/kitchen &
laundry upgrade

External and internal renovations
1972, closure of Bank
Berry Museum, Banking chamber
1983, residence vacated
Museum occupies

SCHEDULE of BUILDING ELEMENTS

Location No  Element Name

A1 The Streetscape B& Lounge

A2 Site boundaries BY Staff Room

A3 South Elevation B8 Main Bedroom
A4 East Elevation B¢ Dining Room
AS North Elevation B10 Bathroom

A6 West Elevation B11 Bedroom 2

A7 Roof B12 Bedroom 3

A8 Landscaping B13 Kitchen

A9 Qutbuildings, Garage B14 Store room

B1 The Entry Vestibule B15 Rear Verandah
B2 The Banking Chamber B16 Maids Raom
B3 Strong Room B17 Laundry

B4 Managers Office B18 Side Verandah
BS Hallway

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consuftants 17
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EXTERNAL ELEMENTS )

ig 9
Farmer Bank and former Post Office, buiidings which remain
prominent in the streetscape in their new roles.

A1 The Streetscape

The building fagade faces directly onto the street pavement slightly set
back from the front boundary. The site is located in the central
commercial precinct of Berry, towards the east end of the block between
Alexandra Street and Prince Alfred Street, The former ES&A Bank
completed an important grouping of Victerian buiidings comprising the
Old Past Office, the Commercial Bank {now Bunyip Inn) and the Hotel
Berry. The only single starey structure in the group, the ES&A Bank with
its unusual brick fagade has been a prominent feature in the streetscape
since the 1880's.

The garden area to each side of the building has also contributed to the
streetscape providing balance to the otherwise largely built up precinct.

A2 Site boundaries

The site dimensions of 73'1 1/2" x 104'7” of 1884 remain unaltered.

The front beundary is defined by a picket fence with double gates to the
east side and a single gate to the west for access to the entry to the
residence.

Building Exterior

Fig 10;
South elevation to Queen Street

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consufiants 19
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Paling fences flank the rear yard on e side bcundaries, except where
the side wall of the Berry Bizarre is located on the boundary

A3 South Elevation

The main street sievation is generally in ariginal condition and the recent
repainting has sought to recreate the criginal colour scheme. Signage for
the Museum instead of the Bank is the only significant new element to
the facade. Stone step cappings to the parapets are in fair condition with
some algae buildup, however failure in the stone joints indicates that
repair work may be imminent. The ball finial should be checked for
stability. The window joinery is deteriorating through breakdown of paint
ceatings

Figs 11,12
Fagade, Main entry and window details

Fig 13:
Bank from the rear

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consultants 20
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ES&A BANK, 1970

Fig 14
Detail of slate roof

Fig 15:
South facade

Photos: Courtesy Berry & District
Historical Society
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North Elevation B

The rear ¢f the buiiding was formerly the private guarters of the bank
manager with a verandah and severai doors of the residence opening
into the back yard. The fibro we enclesure in the verandzah detracts from
the criginal form of the building. Generally the rear section of the building
is in greater need of maintenance than the remainder of the building

Ad East Elevation
The side wall facing the Post Office show evidence of damage to
brickwork from rising damp from the ground and falling damp frem roof

and gutters. The wall has been painted, probably an unsuccessful
attemnpt to deai with the damp penetration.

AB West Elevation

The main entry to the residence is from the verandah on the west side of
the building.

A7 Roof
The manganese celour French pattern terra cotta tiles replaced the
original siate roof in 1970. Water penetration has occurred in the past at

parapets, chimneys and dormer indicating failure of flashings. Generally
in sound condition however following recent remedial work.

A8 Landscaping

Landscaping is an important feature of the external precinct of the site,
and the garden to the west side of the residence has contributed strongly
to the stresetscape since the early days of the bank. Museum volunteers
have cultivated the garden and plantings include camellias, hydrangeas,
roses, jacaranda, tree fern, palms, predominantly exctic species

consistent with the traditional Victerian landscape as evidenced in early
photographs.

,_‘,,,,H-W
[, PUAEADENITEIE |

¥

Fig 16
Verandah and garden to west side of the residence. Main entry to the
residence on left

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consultants 27



Banking charnber,
pivot door frame

ES&A Bank, Berry Censervation Management Plan

A9 Outbuildings, Garage -

A simple weatherboard and iron garage is located at the rear of the yard.
It is used as storage for items salvaged from the building including four
panelled internal doors and a set of glazed doors.

Fig17:
Garage

INTERIOR SPACES
Generally:

« The interior fabric is remarkable for its intactness, and
throughout most interior spaces, original fabric remains or is
readily able to be interpreted. During the banking years,
aiterations were limited to bathroom and kitchen areas, and it
was not until 1970 that mere significant alterations affected
originai fabric in cther areas.”

PRESENT CONFIGURATION OF EACH SPACE

B1 The Entry Vestibule

The front entry door is a solid cedar framed door with recessed panels of
diagonal bearding, the frame is distinctively Wardell with Gothic highiight
divided into small glass panes. The door and frame are original but
resheeted to the external face.

The cedar frame and four pane hightight to an internal screen
remains intact, however the double pivot doors were removed
during renovations in 1970

B2 The Banking Chamber

The shell of the Banking Chamber remains intact, however ali joinery
fitments have been removed. A distinctive desk with semicircutar
cutout left by the bank is now used as the front desk for the museum,

The fireplace hearth and mantelpiece have been removed and
replaced with glass fronted cabinet possibly installed during the
1940's. The original slate hearth remains under the carpet.

2 Refer P23 for description of 1970 refurbishment
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The original cedar joinery counter has also been removed. The counter
extended north- south across the chamber with a lifting flap® at the
fireplace ends and staff access to the Strong Room.

The original cedar joinery counter in the banking chamber existed up
untii the renovations of 1870, and its ultimate fate is unknown. A shadow
profile in the paintwork on the south wall is the only remaining evidence
of the detail of the counter. An area of the west wall has been scraped to
reveal original paint finishes,

Banking Chamber:
Fig 19

Doors to Managers office and
enclosed fireplace

Fig 20

View to strong room

Fig 21:

South wall: profile of counter

The ceiling is diagonal timber lining boards, with wide timber cornice.
Lighting is modern suspended flucrescent fittings

The distinctive high rendered skirting extends to the perimeter of
the Banking Chamber and also throughout ail principle room¢in the bank
and the residence to the rear.

The space is used as the principal dispiay area by the Museum.

B3 Strong Room

This space is still intact and features a secure masonry vaulted ceiling
and steel safe door. The Strong Room is used as a store by the Museum.
The ceiling has been recently painted and the concrete floor is cracked.

B4 Managers Office

Located between the Banking Chamber and the manager's residence to
the rear, this room generally retains its originai form. An exception is the
second deor with meranti joinery opening into the public space. The
purpose of this doar was to enable staff access to the staff room and
amenities at the rear via a screened off corridor separating it from the
managers office. This screen was reportedly still in place in 1975 after
the Museum occupied the Banking Chamber. 2*

* Mary Lidbetter, account of the building as vacated by the Bank in 1975
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Fig 22: Main door
and infilled to to
managers office

Fig 23
Hallwav to Residence

Fireplace to Lounge

ES&A Bank, Berry Conservation Management Plan

An intact carved marble fireplace to-the south wall is the prominent
feature of this space, however the cast iron grate is missing.

The doors to the Banking Chamber and the Hall are both missing.

BS Haliway

A door frame and highlight without door originaily separated the private
residence from the staff working areas. The pointed arch is consistent
with the Wardell Gothic detailing of the building. A second screen was
installed in the 1930’s to allow direct access o the Stai¥ Room without
encroaching on the residence. The missing doors to the original first
screen are possibly the pair now in storage in the garage at the rear
Textured wallpaper now painted over extends to a height of 1500 above
fioor level to the full length of the hall.

A skylight diffuser is located near the door to kitchen. A dormer window
penetrates the roof at this point.

Coolangatta Room Entry Hall, Residence

B6 Lounge

The main Living roem of the residence, the marble mantel piece and cast
iron fireplace remain intact. Now known as the Wilson Room, the room is
generally in criginal condition

87 Staff Room

Originally a bedrocm, this was used as staff lunch room after 1537 until
closure of the bank, and is now known as the Dairy Room. The chimney
breast remains but fireplace and mantelpiece have been removed. The
fireplace opening is bricked up and rendered. Location of a sink and
bench is visible on the wail and a tap remains.

B3 Main Bedroom

Now the Coolangatta Room, this was the Bark Managers main
bedrcom. A white/ grey marble mantelpiece remains but the fireplace has
been removed. Damage to plasterwork and paint is evidence of past
damp penefration, resulting from failed chimney flashings. This area is
currently undergoing restoration.

B9 Cining Reom

Now used as the office for the Museum known as the Bennett Room, this
was formerly the Manager's Dining Recom. The fireplace has been
bricked up but the marble mantelpiece remains intact. Evidence of past

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Hertage Consultants 25



Fig 27;
Mantelpiece to
Dining Room

Fig 28
WC enclosure to rear
verandah

ES&A Bank, Berry Cansgervation Management Plan

damp penetration through the wall by peeling pairt above the fireplace
and abave the old sink

»

Door hardware to both doors to hailway a re brass with ebony knobs and
mortice lock sets.

A door ta the rear opens to the bathroom, now renovated. Frame to this
docr is crudely detailed and oppaesite hung to original.

B10  Bathroom

Until rencvations in 1870, the bathroom floor was fully lead lined, with
100mm coving at walls and lino flcor covering. The bathrocm now
comprises a bath, pedestal basin and shower recess.

B11 Bedroom 2
Gererally in original configuration and finishes are intact, inciuding the
white marble fire place, open grate and manteipiece. This 15'x34' room
was used as chiidren’s bedroom, and a door connected through to the
adjoining bedrcom.

B12 Bedroom3

Now referred to as the museun’s Military Room this room was used as a
third bedroom by the managers family. The smallest of the bedrooms at
11'0"x 14'0", finishes are rather spartan with no fireplace.

B13  Kitchen

The ariginal kitchen for the residence still serves as a lunch/ staff room
for Museum volunteers. Two pantries with separate access to the
verandah are !ocated adjacent. The window was replaced and opening
enlarged during the 1970 renovations.

A flush door to the Hall is not original, and is opposite hung.
Floor is modern vinyt tile

The hearth and mantelpiece have been removed and servant bell
indication remaved, apparently during the 1970 renovations.

Finishes to kitchen are in poor condition with extensive peeling paint.

B14  Store room
This room opens directly onto the verandah.

B15 Rear Verandah
Two WC cubicies are accessed from the verandah, comprising a
fibro lean-to structure in poor condition.

Condition of deck deteriorating with cupped boards and rotted ends.
Verandah post plinths are lined with beards, possibly concealing rot
damage.

B16 Maids Room

Currently used as Store by the Museum, the former maid’s room had
direct access to the Kitchen via the rear door to the kitchen.

SIMFPSON DAWBIN Architects and Hentage Consultants 286
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B17  Laundry )

The old laundry was originally fitted with a fireplace and copper.“Later a
chip water neater served a bathtub within the room, but ority the upper
section of the chimney remains. This is the only room in the building with
a concrete floor, apart from the strong room.

B18  Side Verandah

The verandah deck has been largely reconstructed in recent years and is
in goed condition. The fabric of the verandah roof is original.

The frent entry door is a significant joinery item with sidelights and
arched highlight to classic Wardell detail

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consultants 27
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1.3 ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY AND PHYSICAL
EVIDENCE :

Documentary evidence

Inconclusive documentary evidence is available in relation to the
construction of the building, apart from surveys, street plans and
accounts of the work of the building’'s architect, William Wardeli.
Unfortunately original construction drawings have been lost, and we
have relied on centemporary description and physical evidence to
determine the extent of criginal fabric remaining. Good photographic
evidence remains which reveals the form of the building in the context of
the streetscape and the garden in its original condition. Due te the high
profile of Wardell as one of the most significant architects of the late 19"
century, considerable material relating to his work exists and has been
the subject of research. Ursula de Jong from the Department of Visual
Arts of Monash University has published a detailed account of the work
of Wardel®, and has referred to the extensive commissions he
undertook for the Bank. Research such as this has confirmed the
integrity and consistency of Wardell's unique style in the detailing and
finishes throughout the building.

The building fabric as evidence

The fabric of the building itself has provided detailed and reliable
evidence as to the development and history of the building. Much of the
original fabric has survived to confirm available documentary evidence in
tracing the evelution of the building.

The 1970 Alterations

Major alterations were carried out on behalf of the Shoalhaven Shire
Council for which a full works specification and drawing stiil exist. It was
during this project that much of the fabric was irreversibly aftered and
internat joinery and fitments removed from the bank dunng a process of
mocernising and upgrading the interior. We are indebted ta the room by
room description of the fabric of the building and account of the work by
Mr John Ferguson, one of the builders involved in the 1970
refurbishment.

Alteration to original and significant fabric inctuded the following:

¢ Removal of slate roof and replacement with French pattern
manganese terra cotta tiles. Much of the slate was in gocd
condition and was disposed of at the tip.

» Removal of the banking chamber counter

» Removai of cedar pivot doors to internal entry vestibule

« Removal of plaster and lath ceilings deep cornices and ceiling
roses throughout the building and replacement with Gyprock

» Removal of carpet rugs to each rcom bordered with black
japanned boards and laying of broadioom carpet, now
replaced with vinyl

¢« Removat of bell board in kitchen and quadrants in ceiling.

« Remavai of fireplace in staff room.

» Interior repainted in conjectural Victorian colour scheme which
is not in accord with evidence from paint scrapes for original
colours and dado detail.

s Removal of copper and section of chimney in faundry

& william Wilkinson Wardell: His Life and Work, 1823-1899
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1978, end of the Banking era )

Mrs Mary Lidbetter describes the building and the fate of some* interior

fixtures, in 1975 after the Bank had vacated:
.....The heavy double glass and timber swing doors at the inner
entrance had been removed before the Museum took over. As had
most banking fixtures. The partition that remained was of modern
construction.
This abave head high partition extended from between the fwo doors
into the manager's office and turned a right angles approximately level
with western window and extended to east of the fire-place where it
funed to the southern street wall the teflers desk had been in this
south-eastern corner but had been removed before we moved in. The
anly other fixture remaining was the desk (now in use by the Museum).
This desk had been built info the partition and at the time the Museum
occupied the building was the only thing supparting the partition at all.

This partition was removed (partly as it would fall anyway) and with
permission used to build fixtures for Museum use. All timber was used
or stored in the garage.

The chimney in the banking chamber had been converted to a
cupboard before the building was occupied by the Museum.

All interior doors removed in these rooms and later in the other rooms
were remaved with permission and are stored on the raffers of the
garage. Council officers discussed the possibility of storing them in
Nowra but a joint decision was made that it would be safer fo have
them on the premises, being less likely that they would be used
elsewhere or stray.

No timber or other parts of the building have been removed
permanently from the property.

The above information is invaluable in improving our knowledge of

ariginal fabric, providing a basis for an appropriate program for
conservation of the building.

Landscaping

Early photographs of the building taken in 18396 and 1913 ciearly indicate
some detall of the garden in the open areas to each side of the
residence. The 1886 photograph (Fig 294) indicates fairly unruly growth
of bushes and shrubs to the west side of the garden, while on the
opposite side of the building the space is left clear. By 1913 (fig 29B), a
well tended garden on both sides is well established with some bushes
and trees reaching maturity. A diversity of plants is evident, mostly of
exotic species as was fashionable in Victorian and Edwardian gardens.
Visible species identified by a botanist include Araucaria, Camellia,
Populus, and Archontophoenix cunninghamiana, and several rosa spp.
The garden would have been 19 years oid at the date of this photoagraph
and is significant in terms of providing a guide for future garden planning.

Volunteers of the Historical Society have re-established the garden in
traditional form and the following diagram and table was supplied by Mrs
Jean Rabson identifying the major plantings in 1989. (fig 30)
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Fig 29A:
ES&A Bank and garden in 1896

Fig 298:
ES&A Bank in 1913, from verandah of Berry Hotel
illustrating well planned and established garden

(Beth photographs: Mitchell Library, courtesy Berry and District Historical
Saciety)

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Hertage Consuftants 30



ES&A Bank, Berry

Caonservation Management Flan

Plams in the Garcencithe 2 32 A 3ark Suiicing

1
0
0
i b
.
0
pd

HANTIZC

| Jacaranda mimosiiolia

' Cinnamonum camanor

Macacama tetragnyila (verv coor anarion:

+ Scnerflera achinoonviia isemespe’s unwanted .nacar an)

Sargvine ausiazns (7

=dfu ] aded §- Jiafna

Craceng
. Cametlia varcomicy:-
' 1 Alba clena
| Paoclina maggt
| Meniisu (A memonal ctanted by Jill Zennert's relztive anow T vears ago)
2 . PaIms - Arecasirum romanzorfianum (C3cos 2aim) \planted about S years ago 1o
' rentace TArchontanneanix CURNINgramIa - 2angalow:
3 Micnaiia rigo
1] =varangea
b Segonia serarii - “S.ecoatra”
Tz ~uChSia magadanica
°3 F21argonium (GRraniums - Ann Siling 4 4 snoe SCMCEC 2INX saney
‘4 Canna naics - 3v. req A seiow
* g Abena so,
anTOLAT Fems Adiantum =thiomicum
serangan ! Neonroleosis axaitata
Microsarum so.
SVer jarage - £2a Vine
3zcklence  Moming giory

~1|n

Stromamne (crevigusiv someone's Ingoor olant

Jercama coraifola

3 Alsiroemena ouicnela
~iong 2eqge  Myosous farget-me-nor)
zamn o Vioets
Camoanuia
'meatiens

T Fose - Cormihy Perkins ramelert

Svertack

3neq

'Colichus lianotus  Pppre

T T oeavegresn zerennmidl 2 limDes'S.

g il
SHlEA0

S
X

l!':.:j!' !(6'

Lyvd Cara Enliag

-

8

XN

777

/

&
N
M0 ba Bes

5 O(}G \ar‘ Hait

o i N\\%

cC.7. [/
7
Z i

7

N
\

S
. 2.8
> .7
S -—— e e
R : b s
< —
- 3
A ~
0 b
R Ay o
- fr. 3541, &
Q
E=

50

180 °

,v.
o
/

2
: f‘l‘ 4
- ; Ra\ j‘fiA ~ . m St
firo el Eo I Ll R v

RMOHE Mg in F| Grssey T3 27 (ua ™
Kerb. 102’ [T 54

50 - 970° 55

Ssrc’stane

(f;{; 'J Kerb : -

IDENTUFICATION

s

of SPECIES IN GARDEN 56)«{’161%

Fig 30 ;

Q U T E N Identification of species in Garden of Berry Museumn, September 1599
L - 1N (Kindly suppied by Mrs J Robson)

SIMPSON DAWSBIN

Architects and Heritage Consuitants 31



ES&A Bank, Berry Conservation Management Plan

PART 2: ASSESS SIGNIFICANCE
Basis of Assessment

This study uses the NSW Heritage Assessment Criteria®® to evaluate the
nature and degree of significance of the site as a whole and key
contributory components. The nature of cultural significance is assessed
under four categories including historic, aesthetic, technical/scientific
and social significance.

The degree of significance takes into account the rarity or representative
nature of the item or feature.

Citations and Existing Listings

The Heritage significance of the former ES&A Bank building is
recognised by the following listings:

¢ The Register of the Nationa! Trust. (Appendix 1)

» The Shoalhaven Heritage Study 1998 by Peter Freeman and Roger
Hobbs, Inventory listing
, (Appendix 1), and is listed on the Shoalhaven LEP 1998,

* lllawarra Regional Heritage Study, Perumal, Murphy, Wu, 1993.

Summary Statement of Significance

The former ES&A Bank is significant principally as an outstanding work
of architecture. The strong stylistic quality and resolution of the design
and detailing proclaim this buiiding as the work of an extraordinary
architect.

The fact that the architect was William Wardell, one of the pre-eminent
practitioners of the 19" century in NSW and Victoria, elevates the
building to a level of outstanding significance. Wardell's design
philosophy is clearly expressed in all aspects of the fabric of the building,
which remains intact and legible to this day.

The building is rare as the only example of Wardell's prolific ES&A Bank
commissions to have survived to the present day in NSW.

The building was one of the earliest commercial buildings in the Berry
town centre. It has heritage significance through its value to the local
business community and its aesthetic contribution ta the townscape.

The building continues an important role for the community as the Berry
Museum and headquarters of the Berry & District Historical Society. The
museum display has established a centre of considerable tourist interest
and is an important rescurce for local history research.

The building and its site display high significance within the three of the
four major herifage assessment criterig; Historical, Aesthetic and Social
significance.

% NSW Heritage Manual, (Heritage Office 1997)
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Historical Significance -
The ES&A Bank has historical significance representing the commercial
activity for the local area by the forerunner of the present day ANZ Bark.

As one of the few remaining smaller scate buildings of the noted architect
William Wardell, the building is a complete and intact record of interior
spaces, detail joinery and style of architecture which is distinctively the
work of this architect.

Aesthetic Significance

The design of the building is Victorian Gothic in style, but the facade
expresses the heritage of the ES&A Bank through the distinctive
detailing of the stepped ramparts, reminiscent of the medieval casties
and grand houses of Scotland.

The building is a fine example of late Victorian architecture and remains
a most significant element in the streetscape, and the facade is visible
on approach from the east and west approaches along Queen Street.

Aspects of the interior are also highly significant components of the
building. The work of William Wardel is apparent throughout, and the
more impertant interior spaces are in ariginal condition and retain
considerable charm and design quality.

Social Significance

The bank was one of three major banks represented in the town.
Together with the post office adjacent, this group was the centre of
commercial and business activity during the period of growth of the town
following freehold sale of the Berry estate.

Comparative significance

The building is a unique example of bank design of the Victorian period.
Banks traditionally were conceived as imposing classicai edifices, the old
Commercial Bank opposite (now Bunyip Inn) being a typical example
repeated frequently in country towns in NSW. A ccmparisen should be
made with other Wardell suburban branches, notably Wallongong,
however all are now demolished. The only surviving Wardell designed
bank is the ANZ in Melbourne, which is a much larger and imposing
example of Wardell's Gothic influence.

Levels of Significance

Regional significance

The item has regional significance as the last surviving example of a
series of Wardell's Bank commissions. Its significance is enhanced by its
originality of design and intactness of fabric,

Regional sigrificance is recognised by its listing on the Illlawaara
Regional Study,

Local Significance

The Berry ES&A Bank is highly significant at a local level through its
contribution to the most important streetscape in the town, the main
street between Prince Alfred Street and Atexandra Street.

Local significance is recognised by listing on Shoalhaven City Council's
LEP 1897
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State Significance -

The building is currently not listed as an item of State significance. Under
the foliowing criteria the Berry ES&A Bank is eligible for inctusion in the
State Heritage Register as an item of environmental significance:

(b) an jtem has strong or special association with the life or
works of a person or group of persons of importance in
NSW's cultural or natural history

(c) an item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics

and /or a high degree of creative or technical achievement in
NSW.

Degrees of Significance
The Statement of Significance describes the general nature of the
significance of the building as a whole.

To enable decisions to be made regarding the long-term canservation and
development of the place, the following assessments of the degree of
significance of the various elerments of the place have been made.

The degree of significance of the varicus elements has been divided into six
categories:

High significance A
Considerable significance B
Some significance C
Little significance D
Compromised significance  Compr
Infrusive elements Int

Schedule of Significant Items within the Bank Precinct

Numbers in brackets refer to Significant Items referred to in Key Plan,
page 18.

Conservation recommendations are inciuded in Part 5 of the report.

External Elements

At The Streetscape
The ES&A Bank with its unusual brick facade has been a prominent
feature in the streetscape since the 1880's. A

A2 Site boundaries
The front boundary is defined by a picket fence with double gates to the

sast side and a single gate to the wast for access to the entry to the
residence.

Paling fences to rear yard on the side boundaries. C
Street pavement, formerly site of hitching posts Compr
Sandstone kerb A

Building Exterior
A3 South Elevation A

Ad East Elevation A
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A5 North Elevation - A
A6 West Elevation A
A7 Roof Compr
A8 Landscaping A
A9 Qutbuildings, Garage Cc

Interior Spaces

B1 The Entry Vestibule A
The front entry A
The cedar Pivot door frame and four pane highlight to

an intemal screen A
B2 The Banking Chamber

The shell of the Banking Chamber A
A desk with semicircular cutout A
The firepface hearth and mantelpiece Compr
The original slate hearth remains under the carpet. A
Diagonal timber lining board ceiling A
Suspended fluorescent fittings int
B3 Strong Room

masonry vaulted ceiling and steel safe door. A
B4 Managers Office A
Second door with meranti joinery, to the public space. Cc
Carved marble fireplace A
BS Hallway

A second screen allow direct access tc the Staff Cc
Textured dado A
Skylight and shaft Compr
Darmer window penetrates the roof at this paint. A
Be Lounge A
Marble mantel piece and cast iron A
B7 Staff Room A
Sink and bench fixings on the wall and tap Compr
B8 Main Bedroom (Coolangatta Rocom) A
White/ grey marble mantelpiece A
B9 Dining Room A
Marble mantelpiece. A
Door hardware to both daors to hallway A
B10  Bathroom D
B11 Bedroom 2 A
White marble fire place, open grate and manteipiece A
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B12 Bedroom 3 - A
B13  Kitchen Compr
A flush door to the Hall is not original, and is opposite hung, fnt
Floor vinyi tile Int
B14  Store rooms, 1&2 B
B15  Rear Verandah A
Two WC cubicles. Int
Verandah post plinths Compr
B16 Maids Room - A

B17 Laundry
upper section of the chimney remains.

» ro

B18 Side verandah
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PART 3 - MANAGE SIGNIFICANCE,
DEVELOPMENT OF CONSERVATION POLICY '

Introduction

The previous section has established that the former ES&A Bank has
consicerable historic, aesthetic, and social significance

The development of an appropriate set of Policies for the conservation,
use and management of the site must take into account the opportunities
and constraints arising from:

1. the Staternent of Significance

2. the requirements of the site owners and the community, the
available resources and feasible options for future use of the
place

3. the physical condition of the place

4. requirements impased by external factors

Opportunities and Constraints arising from the Statement of
Significance

The former ES&A Bank is significant for a variety of reasons,
consequently the building and its curtilage need to be protected and
exploited in an appropriate manner,

The Bank completed an important grouping of Victorian buildings
comprising the Old Post Office, the former Commercial Bank and the
Hotel Berry. Tne only single storey structure in the group, the ES&A
Banrk with its unusual brick fagade has been a prominent feature in the
streetscape since the 1880's.

The garden area to each side of the building has also contributed to the
streetscape providing balance to the otherwise largely built up precinct.

In order to protect this unique visual character and to ensure that both
the integrity and legibility of the place is not lost through inappropriate
development, certain constraints should apply to any future
redevelopment in the vicinity:

» usage which may impact on the significance of the buiiding and
curtilage should be prohibited;

» reconstruction of fabric should be limited to ensure that the legibility
and integrity of the original fabric is not obscured

e alterations or new development should be sirictly limited and
controlled to ensure that there is no loss of visual character;

« significant fabric should be appropriately conserved:
¢ views and vistas from qutside the site should be preserved;

* surrounding development should be centrolled o limit physical and
visual impact
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+ specialist consultants and tradeSmen should be used fcr the
conservation and other work on the site;

Opportunities arising from the significance of the place should be
considered in any redevelopment program, and include:

 The aesthetic value of the building in the townscape and streetscape

» The legibility of the fabric which enables irterpretation of the
evolution of the fabric

* The building remains a tangible example of living history for the
benefit of the local community

Management policies must ensure that the structure is fully protected
from inappropriate alterations, poorly executed conservation, and
inappropriate usage.,

Opportunities and Constraints Arising from Ownership and
Use

Ownership by Council:

The flexibility and demonstrated adaptability of the building

The costs involved in implementing a meaningful conservation program
would be difficult to sustain unless the site is developed in a manner which
not only retained its heritage significance but provided a useful and vaiued
asset for the benefit and enjoyment of the people of the Berry District and
beyond.

Counci cbjectives
Shoalhaven City Council has invested considerabie resources into
ongeing maintenance over the vears,

There are no plans at present for any redevelopment or change of use to
the building,

Tourism

The appropriateness for ongoing use of the building as a museum is
considered in the long term management objectives for future use. The
buillding performs a valuable function for the local community and
researchers into local history and provides a setting of appropriate
heritage character for the extensive displays of the museum.
Considerable oppertunities exist for expanding the tourist patential of the
old hank building.

Public Access

Public access imposes specific requirements on the site through the
need o provide faciliies to satisfy the comfort needs and safety of
visitors.

Issues of access which must be considered include:
+ parking for visitors

» fire egress compliant with code

+ disabled access
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Opportunities and Constraints Arising from Physical
Condition .

Refurbishment in the future should have regard for the fine detailing of
interior elements and ensure that original finishes are nct chscured, such as
plaster detailing, cedar joinery, and unpainted face brick.

Conservation policy should accommedate the effects of visitor usage and
resulting wear and tear on building fabric.

A future conservation program sheould provide the opportunity o review the
colour scheme: ascertain original colours, paint scrapes, and reconsider the
autnenticity of the existing colour scheme,

Constraints and Requirements Imposed by Extemnal Factors
Statutory Requirements

Any conservation or development cn the site must be cognisant of the
regulations of relevant govemment agencies:

« Compliance with Worksafe, and Business and Consumer Affairs
Building Code of Australia re:
-Centrols for buildings, amenities, fire pratection and egress

« State Government Heritage requirements
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PART 4 CONSERVATION POLICY
Introduction and Conservation Objectives

The purpose of the conservation policies set out in this section is to provide
a set of mandatory principles relating to the care and development of the
Bank building and site in a manner which retains its significance whiie
allowing it to be effectively utilised as a community facility. Its use should
recognise the value to the community, and future management should
ensure this resource is enhanced to its full potentiai:

in this section, policy staterments are provided in italics and should be read
with the associated text to aid interpratation,

Terminology:

"Should” in the context of this report implies mandatory requirement for
campliance.

"May" implies suggested or optional compliance.

Conservation terminclogy including terms such as ‘place’, ‘conservation’
‘restoration’, ‘reconstructicn’, adaptation’ etc follow the definitions of the
Burra Charter

Conservation Work

Policy (1.1). The future conservation and develooment of the building
(hereinafter referred to as the place’) should be directed towards maintaining
and interpreting f{s hentage significance in accordance with the principles of
the Austraiia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cuitural
Significance (the Burra Charter).

Policy (1.2): The significance of the place should be made clearly evident
to the observer and the means of interpretation should be compatible
with the refention of that significance

Folicy (1.3): The statement of significance as sef out in Part 2, together with
recommendations for specific items contained in this policy section, should
be accepted as the basis for future conservation.

Folicy (1.4) : The conservation of alf elements of high degree of significance
should be a combination of preservation and restoration.

Folicy (1.5): The conservafion of efements of some significance include
preservation, restoration, reconstruction, and adaptation.

Policy (1.6): In some specific instances, limited adaptation and reconstruction

may be allowed in accordance with the Burra Charter to allow and assist
interpretation..

Policy (1.7): In some mstances, elements of compromised significance
may be reinstated to their oniginal form and condition.

Policy (1.8): Intrusive elements should be removed.
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Coordination and Advice - :
The recommendations of this Conservation Management Plan should be
implemented via @ co-ordinated decision-making process. Centinuity of

compstent advice is also important for the successful |ong-term
implementation of this plan.

Policy (2.1): A respensible co-ordinating and management body should be
appointed to implement the recommendations of this Plan.

Policy (2.2): Persons with refevant conservation expertise should be
engaged for the consistent interpretation of this Plan and the resolution of
conservation issues as well as for the design, documentation and
supervision of on sife works. .

Policy (2.3); The policies outlined in this document should be endorsed as a
guide to future planning and work.

Policy (2.4). This document should be reviewed as the need arises but at a
minimum of five year intervals.

Community Consultation and Management

Members of the Berry and District Historical Society, the Shoalhaven
Historical Society, The Berry Main Street Committee and the local
community at large shouid have some means of contributing to the

ongoing use and management of the place within the constraints of this
Conservation Plan.

Policy (3.1): The community should be able to contribute to decisions
regarding the use and management of the site.

The Setting, Boundaries and Curtilage

Pclicies are proposed which ensure that the contribution of the Bank ta
the streetscape of Queen Street and townscape of Berry is maintained
and protected from inappropriate develocpment on the subject site or
adjoining sites. Existing heritage protection is provided by listing of the
Bank on the Shoalhaven LEP and inclusion within the Berry
Conservation Area, also listed on the LEP. Further recognition of the
contribution of the group of buildings to the Berry townscape is given by
the fact that both adjacent buildings, the old Post Office and the former
bank building which is now occupied by the Berry Bizarre are listed
heritage items. Development to the rear off Albert Street may impact on
the subject site, in the vicinity of the Rural Fire Brigade building.

Policy (4.2) Frohibit or restrict development in the immediate
surrounding area that may adversely impact on the significance of the
Bank building or external precinct.

Compatible Uses

The use of the building as a museum in recent years has been compatibie
with the cbjective of minimising impact on the original barking form, fabric
and layout of the building.

Policy (5.1)  Future uses of the Bank building should be compatible with
maintaining and interpreting the form and layout of the building in its banking
cenfiguration.
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Recovery of significant spaces -
Much of the interior of the building remains in near to ariginal form and
current uses are consistent with the objective cof restaring the interior.

Folicy (6.1) Each of the interior spaces designated as significant shall
be restored to onginal form and finishes. Remove ail elements identified as
intrusive in the Schedule of Significance, Part 2.

Should current use be incompatible with this objective, reconstruction or
restoration of affected interiors shall remain the jong term objective.

Maintenance and repair

The original joinery throughout the building was in Australian red cedar.
Repair and modifications have resulted in the removal of cedar joinery and
cabinet work and the use of infill joinery using alternative species such as
Meranti and refinishing in paint, obscuring the original stained finishes.

Policy (7.1} Surviving joinery should be conserved. Missing elements
and inappropriate infill and repairs {0 joinery should be replaced with
Australian Red Cedar or Kalantas in matching profiie and finish.

Colour Selection

During 1999 an external colour scheme was prepared for execution by
volunteer lfabour under direction from Council. This colour scheme was
based on interpretation of historical photographs verified by visual analysis
of paint scrapes taken at representative locations of the building.
Inaccuracies in the present intemnal colours have been established during
preparation of this report which should be rectified in due course.

Policy (8.1): A future interior colour scheme should be prepared by a
specialist hentage colour consulftant and take account of scientific analysis of
paint scrapings taken from onginal fabric of the building.

Public Access and Security

Policy (9.1). The buitding should always remain accessible to the general
public. Safety, security and refention of significance of the place should
be maintained at all times..

Policy (9.2):  Provision should be made to allow disabled access

Services

Policy (10.1) Al intrusive elements relating to services should be
removed, including old electrical wiring and installation, plumbing fixtures
and old pipework.

Policy (10.2):  All new services should be provided in a manner which
does nict adversely impact on the heritage significance of the site.

Landscaping

Extensive evidence exists through photographs or contemporary
description as to the configuration of gardens on the site at different
periods.

Poficy (11.1): Elements of significant landscaping should be retained,
and intrusive elements removed, in accordance with the Schedule of
Significant items, page 34.
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Policy (11.2)  As far as practicable the gardens should be
reconstructed to their early distribution of pianting based on the
interpretation of a photograph taken in 1913, and contemporary
description

Froject Funding

As a community based Council owned property, funding for conservation,
interpretation and redevelopment work is available from a number of
sources, in additicn to promction and marketing to ensure the maximum
commercial potential is derived from the asset,

Policy (158.1):  All opportunities for grant funding and sponsorship of
conservation work should be pursued.

Recognition of Significance

Policy (16.1): The former Berry ES8A Bank should be recognised as an
tem of State Significance in the State Hentage Register under criteria (b}
and (c).
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PART §: IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
Introduction

Implementation strategies should take account of the various factars that
affect the ‘what, how and when’ for actions identified in the preceding
policy section. The Client's requirements will have a majer input together
with such factors as availability of funding, resources for management,
and community support for conservation and redevelopment work, all of

these impacting directly on the timing, extent of work, and priorities for
work.

This section outlines an approach to the implementation of conservation
policies taking account of the client's requirements and other external
influences. This is intended as a brief summary of strategies for
implementation the form of recommended practical guidelines. Any
alternative strategies proposed by the client however should conform to
the recommendations of the Policies section.

General principles for the implementation of Upgrading and
Conservation Program

The building remains generally in good condition and has been regularty
maintained by Council.

Design, documentation and site supervision of all work shouid be carried
out by specialist conservation consultants, and site work by specialist
tradesmen,

Definitions

This section utilises definitions from the Australia ICOMOS Charter for the
Conservation of Places of Culfural Significance (the Bura Charter) as
follows:

Fabric means all the physical material of the place.

Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place so as to
retain its cultural significance. It includes maintenance and may according
to circumstance include preservation, restoration, reconstruciion and
adaptation and will be commeniy a combination of mere than one of these.

Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric, contents
and sefting of a place, and is to be distinguished from repair. Repair
involves restoration or reconstruction and it should be treated accordingly.

Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state
and retarding deterioration.

Restoration means retuming the EXISTING fabric of a place to a known
earlier state by removing accretions or by reassembling existing
components without the introduction of new materiat.

Reconstruction means returning a place as nearly as possible to a
known earlier state and is distinguished by the introduction of materials (new
or old} into the fabric.

Adaptation means modifying a place to suit proposed compatible uses.
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Compatible use means a use which invalves nc change to the culturatly
significant fabric, changes which are substantially reversible, or changes
which require a minimal impact.

Pubtic Access and Security

Provision should be made to allow disabled access via unobtrusive
ramps of reversible construction onto the west verandan and into the
side entry to the residence.

Services

All intrusive elements relating to services shouid be removed, including
old electrical wiring and instailation, piumbing fixtures and cld pipework.
Intrusive fluorescent lights should be replaced with apprepriate fittings.

Landscaping

The gardens should be reconstructed to their early distribution of
planting based on the interpretation of a photograph taken in 1913, and
contemporary accounts.

Maintenance of the Asset

Since the last major renovations in 1970, Council has taken
responsibility for regular maintenance of the building. The grounds and
gardens have been enthusiastically cared for by volunteers from the
Historical Society, consciously recreating the original plantings of the
late nineteenth century.

Unfortunately the work in 1870 inveolved the removal of original fabric
which wiil be costly or impractical to reverse at this stage. This includes
the replacement of the slate roof with tiles, painting of the rear section of
the east wall and removal of the plaster and lath ceilings throughout the
building.

In recent years damp has been a problem in the vicinity of fireplaces and
chimney breast to the east facing rooms and through the east wall,
Repairs to flashings to all chimneys have improved the internal damp
situation and upgrading of gutters and downpipes has reduced water
ingress through the external wall. Recent water penetration has been
reported near the skylight over the hallway outside the door to the
kitchen, possibly due to failure of flashings to the darmer above.

All timber floors appear firm and there is no evidence of excessively
damp underfloor conditions. Verandahs however have suffered from
excessive exposure and lack of paint over the years and rot is now
affecting pests, scme rafters and floor boards.

Short Term Strategy

Maintenance and Conservation Priorities

Urgent maintenance which should be addressed by the building's
managers include:

* Repair damaged plasterwork and ceilings affected by damp
penetration to rcoms to north of hallway, and repaint.

¢ Sea| flashings to rear dormer window
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» Replace badly affected timbers to side and rear verandahs, repair
rotted rafters, replace cupped floorboards to rear verandah, replace
patched posts to rear verandah to original tumed profile without
cover boards, and replace sections of fascia to rear verandah.

+ Remove sheet lining to front entry docr and restore to original detail.

» Paint up joints and repair stonework cappings and details to parapets
and chimneys.

Ongoing Maintenance

Maintenance by Council's staff should be executed in accordance with
this Conservation Plan, and using appropriafe techniques materials and
equipment. Specialist advice should always be sought where significant
fabric is involved.

Medium Term Strategy

Landscaping

The gardens to the east and west side of the residence should be
reconstructed in accordance with the 1913 gphotograph using a
combination of interpretation and informed conjecture. Basic species
selection should be based on the analysis in Section 1.3.

Recovery of Significant Spaces
Having regard to compatible use for each of the interior spaces, each
significant space should be restored to original form and configuration:

Banking Chamber

» Attempt to procure or purchase and reinstate original cedar pivot
doors to entry lobby

¢ Remove cabinet from fireplace opening and reconstruct marble
fireplace and mantelpiece

* Remove secondary door to Managers office and seal doorway with
finishes ta match original

» Replace fluorescent light fittings and replace with suspended fittings
compatible with original.

+ Determine original finish to board ceiling. Strip back and seal or
paint accordingty

* Restore all original cedar joinery and finish to ariginal stained finish.
Joinery affected by removal or alteration should be reconstructed
using Australian red cedar or equivalert, to original profile and finish.
Joinery which originally was clear finished in stain, laquer or shellac
should be stripped of paint and refinished as original.

Managers Office

This space should be restored to criginal configuration and finishes,
including making good after removal of secondary door to Banking
Chamber,
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Bathroom

« Remocve wc's from rear verandah and make good as criginai.
Caonvert each of the Pantry Stores into wc's for each sex, retaining
door opening onto verandah.

+ Strip out bathroom and reconstruct as store rocm or pantry off Dining
Room, make gocd door. Adapt old Laundry and fitout as new modern
bathroom with new fixtures and fittings.

Long Term Strategy

Replace tiled roof with genuine Welsh Penrhyn slates to originai size
and pattern with lead flashings.

Promotion and Marketing

Grant Funding

Cauncil may be eligible for grant funding to assist in meeting the capital cost
of the conservation and upgrading work at the outset,

As grant funding is normally allocated on a $ for $ basis, this suppert for the
work will be iimited by local resources.

Potential sources for conservation funding include:

NSW Heritage Office, Heritage 2001 program — remaining 2 years
from 1999 - 2001
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Future Planning and Maintenance Strategy

The longer term management of the site should be overseen by the
management committee and be subject to the terms and conditions of
this Conservation Management Plan. Decisions for the future will be
dependent on Council’s policies and community input.

Ongoing use by the Berry and District Histcrical Society as a museum
and local history resource centre has proved to bhe a successful
adaptation of the Banking Chamber and Residence. While this may be
an appropriate use at the present time, the situation should be monitared
at regular intervals to ensure protection of the significance of the
heritage item.

Alternative Options for Use of the Building

in the event of alternative use being proposed in the future, Council must
ensure that such arrangements are in the best interests of the Bank
building and ensure that the heritage significance of the property is
retained. The following conditions should apply in these circumstances:

+ The property is more rigorously maintained through an improved
financial return.

+ Opportunities to raise the profile of the building are exploited
through a greater level of activity and volume of use by the
community and attendance by the public.

Opportunities for Development or Adaptive Reuse

The high degree of significance and intactness of the building and
surrounding curtilage must severely restrict options for redeveiopment of
the site, as the potential impact on the fabric is unlikely to be acceptabie.

Any proposal for alterations and additions affecting the fabric or form of
the building must be conceived at the highest level of sympathetic design
with the existing. Adaptive reuse may be ccnsidered only under the
strictest controls outlined in this Conservation Management Plan.

Internal alterations may be contemplated in areas of iesser significance
such as the store rooms and the laundry. Any form of extension to the
rear wing beyond the laundry should be in the form of a pavillion linked
to the main building, in order to retain the integrity of the original
building.
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NAME
ADDRESS

Victorian Bank Building (former E.S.& A. Bank)

REFERENCE NO.

135 Queen Street BGC1.01
Berry NSW 2535
OTHER NAMES  Berry Museum .
DESCRIPTION HISTORICAL NOTES

Description: A Victorian Mannerist Scottish Baroniai style building
constructed in 18886, 1t is single storey with a residence attacnred.
Construction is of poiychrome bnek in Flemish bond and a tiled roof
with sturdy chimney. Features include asymmetrical stepped voussoirs
ta openings and in string course and chimney; circular louvred vent;
masanry corbels and caps on gable steps and window sills; pointed
arched doubie-nung wincows, with multiple panes; and a fanlight
above the doorway. There is a skillion verandah at rear.

Modifications:

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

An outstanding fermer Victanan Mannerist bank building of umque
design. which forms a focus in the Queen Street straetscape.
Historical association with former Berry Council. Regienal significance
(Ilawarra).

EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE - SUMMARY

RARE REPRESENTATIVE
EVOLUTION - ASSQCIATION “ L ]
(Historical)
CREATIVE - TECHNICAL R
{Aesthetic)
COMMUNITY ESTEEM l I L ]
{Social)
RESEARCH POTENTIAL \ H 1
{Scientific)

OTHER [ ] | —|

A branch of the English. Scottish and Australian bank was situated in
Pulman Street, Broughton Mill Ceeek, as early as 1875. The first
manager was Robent Finlayson, and the first two customers were the
storekeepers John Stewar and Jarmes Wilsan,

On 20 March 1884 the ES&A Bank purchased a 1000 sq m site 1n
Queen Street from the Berry Estate. The new bank was designed by
leading architect William Wardell and completed in 1885. The first
marnager in the new premises was Mr A J Ceoliey, son of James Colley
of Kiama.

In June 1943 the Berry Council purchased the building and used it as
the Council Charnbers, later renting it back to the bank. In 1978 the
cank ceased operations in Berry, and the building became the
property of the newly practaimed City of Shoathaven. The building was
handed over to the Berry Histonical Society for use as a museum.

HISTORICAL THEMES - STATE
17 {Commerce)

HISTORICAL THEMES - REGIONAL

HISTORICAL THEMES - LOCAL
17.1 {Banks}
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NAME
ADDRESS 135 Qu_een Street

Berry
QOTHER NAMES  Berry Museum

Victorran Bank Building (farmer £.5.& A. Bank)

REFERENCE N

BOO1.01
NSW 2525

Y

CONSERVATICN ACTION RECOMMENDED

Damgp penetration to intenor is causing damages te finishes and
museum collection.

Priorities for maintenance:

Flashings for chimney, Gutters etc, Strip paint to Narth side, restors
onckwork, repair damage from damp internaily - plaster and pamnt
cracking

Invesitigate front door - paneiled onginal door, oversheated later date.

Should be checked for condition of anginal external panatling.
Longer term proposals to strio back paint 1o ceiling and architraves to
reveal original stained timber intanor to old Bank public space.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Date: 1886
Historical Period: 1878-19Q0
Architect/Designer. W Wardell

INFORMATION SOURCES - WRITTEN / ORAL / GRAPHIC

Written : Perumal Murphy Wu. lllawarra Regional Heritage Study
Review, September 1993, M Lidbatter, 1993, Historic Sites of Berry
Bruce Dawbin inspection 19/3/1998

Orat:

Graphic :

Lacation:

SHOALHAVEN HERITAGE STUDY - PREPARED BY PETER FREEMAN PTY LTD, CONSERVATION
ARCHITECTS AND PLANNERS, IN ASSOCIATION WITH JRC PLANNING SERVICES.
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ES&A Bank, Berry Canservation Management Plan

APPENDIX 2

Propased Colour Scheme 1999
(Simpson Dawbin)

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Henitage Consultants 53
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BERRY MUSEUM
QUEEN STREET, BERRY

PROPQOSED COLOUR SCHEME

Based on interpretation of early phatographs of building and interpretaticn of

paint scrapes

PRELIMINARY

- Strip paint from banded brick to front elevation

- Strip paint from eastern wall to rear wing

Remave using heat gun or chemical strippers, do not sand or water pressure

blast to avoid damage to surface of bricks and mortar jeints.

COLOUR SCHEME
(Pascol Heritage Colour Card)

FRONT FENCE,
Pickets
Intermediate post and gate posts

WINDCWS
Frames
Sashes
Daers, front entry

Side and rear
Oriel and louvres to gable
FASCIAS

Main Roof
Verandah

GUTTERS AND DOWNPIPES
POSTS TO VERANDAHS
PLINTH BASES TO POSTS

BRACKETS TO VERANDAH
POSTS

PURLIN BEAM TO VERANDAHS
FASCIA TO VERANDAH FLOOR

SOFFIT TO VERANDAHS &
EAVES including Rafters

IYyTERIOR

'
-

PLANNERS o

Biscuit
Drab

Dark Crimsen

14

Manilla
Manilla

As Existing
Dark Crimson
Biscuit

Manilla

Dark Crimson
Manilla

Eau de Nil

RERITAGE
Te2) {02) %439% 077

(3)

CONSULTAMN

Fax {021}

3439 20
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INTERIOR
Coolangatta Room

INTERIOR JOINERY (Cedar
Skirtings

Architraves

Inside of window sashes
Windaw sill and reveals
Picture rait

WALLS
Lower wails to 1500 above floor

Dado line to perimeter of room,
15mm wide

Upper walls, dado to comice
Cornice

CEILING

Bruce Dawhin

24 September 1589

Strip back all paint from cedar and
clean

Finish in beeswax polish

(A)
Stain to match cadar (B)
Light Brown (C)
Purpie Brown (D)
Eau de Nil (E)
Ivory {7
Porcelain (Wattyl Interior
Colour Card) (G)




