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Figure 2: Locality

Werninck Craft Cottage Hentage Assessment Report

introduction
This Report was commissioned in May 1999 by Shealhaven City Council.

A Conservation Plan was required by Council to ensure that appropriate
long term decisions are made with respect to the conservation, ongoing
maintenance, and use of the Weminck Ciaft Cottage and iis curtilage

The assessment of significance is based on the State Heritage
Inventory criteria of the NSW Heritage Office.

Scope of this Report

This report seeks to investigate the available documentary and physical
evidence of the place sufficient to determine cultural heritage
significance.

Conservation policies are proposed to an adequate level to provide
Council with a set of initial guidelines for the heritage management of the
property . Implementation strategies are focussed on maintenance of the
fabric, recommendations for future use of the site, and adaptive reuse of
{he struciures.

it is emphasised that Conservation Policy and Impiementation Strategies
should be developed in considerably more detail should any
redevelopment of the site or development in the vicinity be proposed.

Objectives of this Report
In summary the objectives of the report are to:

» Establish the cultural significance of the Weminck Craft Cottage.

s« Formmulate appropriate policies for the conservation and ongoing
maintenance

+ Determine guidelines or constraints for appropriate development of
the building, and site whilst acknowledging the significance of the
building, its immediate curilage and its contribution to the riverfront
reserve. .

+ Relate the proposals to objectives of Council in relation to usage of
the site.

Summary of Recommendations :
The Assessment of Significance has determined that the building has a
high level of Historical, Social and Aesthetic significance. This report
generally recommends that the Weminck Craft Cottage should be
appropriately conserved and maintained, and continue in its role as a
retait outlet for local arts and craﬂs
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Figure 3;
The Study Area

Werninck Craft Cottage

Herfiage Assessment Report

Study Area

The study area is the Council owned Lot 3 DP 329271

N_o' 102 Plunkett Street, Nowra

Zoning: Residential 2(a1)

SIMPSON DAWBIN
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Study Team

The study team comprises:

Bruce Dawbin of SIMPSON DAWBIN,  Architects and Heritage
Consuitants
Consultant Historian: Robyn Florance
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Lorraine McCarthy, Property Services Group, Shoathaven City Council
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PART 1: INVESTIGATE SIGNIFICANCE

The first step in the process of assessing the heritage significance of the
Werminck Craft Cottage is to acquire a comprehensive understanding of
the history of the site. This invoives the assembly of all relevant available
documentary material, including photographs, surveys and drawings

The physical fabric of the building and existing configuration of the site
were inspected providing confirmation of the available documentary
evidence.

1.1 DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE:

Historical Background
Robyn Florance

The land on which this weatherboard dwelling was erected originally
formed part of lands granted to Michael Hyam in the Township of Nowra,
Known as Section 25 this allotment was granted to Michael Hyam on
24th April 1858 "

Michaei Hyam (1799-1 878) was born in London, he migrated to Australia
in 1828, and settled in the Shoalhaven in 1847 He and his sons were
well known figures in Shoathaven public iife.

In February 1922 Esther Booth {nee Hyam) and David Lesiie Hyam
(executors of the David Hyam Estate) soid Lot 6 which comprised one
acre of land to Joseph Tumner, a farmer of Nowra 2

Joseph Turner had manied Elizabeth Rutherford in 1883 and they had a
family of 9 children. Elizabeth Ada, Mary Ann Rebecca, John Daniel,
Joseph Samuel, William Charles, Lillian, Mabel, Ruby and Mona. By the
early 1920s Joseph and Elizabeth were living in Nowra. Joseph had built
a cottage on the cnr of Plunkett and Kinghome Street, with a frontage to
Kinghome Street This cottage was eventually moved to face Plunkett
Street and is now owned by Miss Stokes, adjacent service station.

In 1922 Joseph Tumer appiie'd to Nowra Council for permission to build a
dwelling in Plunke#t Street, Joseph originally built the cottage for his
- brother but Will refused to five in it.° So Joseph's daughter Mabel moved
into the cottage.

Mabel Tumer was born in 1896 on Comerong Island, and was the third
youngest child of Joseph and Elizabeth. She had married Arthur Studdert
on 2%th August 1914 and the couple had two children; Mabel and ‘Brum'.
Mabel divorced Studdert and married William Donovan on 4th June 1922.
Mabel, William and the two children moved into the coitage soon after it
was completed.*

Mabel and William lived in the cottage for about six years. Les Donovan
was bomn while they were there. Rita (now Mrs Allester) resides in
Wallace Street Nowra and recalls

“..We lived in the cottage for about six years. Brother Les was bomn
there. When Uncle Tom and Aunty Mary purchased the property we
moved to Werninck’s Boarding House in Berry Street..””

; Inforrnation from Parish Map of Nowra
NSWLTO
: Information from Mrs Rita Allester
. Electoral Roll for 1922 records William Donovan kiving in Plunkett Street
__Mrs Rita Allester interviewed by Shifley Laird 4/10/1999
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On the 8th June 1928 Joseph Tumer sold the property o his son-in-law
Thomas James Weminck ® Thomas had married Joseph's daughter Mary
Ann,

Thomas James Werninck was the eldest son of Thomas Pamell
Werninck and his wife Mary Jane Justin. He was bom at Nowra Hill on
23rd April 1888.7

Mary Ann Rebecca, the second eldest of Joseph and Elizabeth's
children, was born on 10th September 1886 at Nowra Hill. She married
John W. “Jack’ Hetherington in 1906 and they had two daughters: May
and Grace® Her brother, John Daniel manied Esther Hetherington,
John's sister, on 11th November 1908 °

In 1918 Jack died and Mary and her daughters retumed to Nowra Hill to
live. In 1920 Mary Ann married Thomas James Werninck.™ After their
mariage they lived at Nowra Hill with May and Grace." In 1924 May
Hetherington mairied Cecil C. Kennedy and maved to Croydon Park. In
1928 Grace married Archibald . Orange and moved to Qatley."?

Tom and Mary appear to have moved into the coftage soon after it was
purchased. At that time it was known as 40 Plunkett Street.”

On the 17th September 1933 Tom applied to sub-divided his property
then known as Lot 6 Sect 25 DP 4324. The subdivision of 4 lots was
eventually approved on 8th January 1934. Tom sold one lot 2 of the
subdivision to Arthur Moore, a builder of Nowra, A cottage was erected
and this property eventually became the Neighbourhood Centre,

On 20th December 1934 additions to the coltage were approved and the
electricity was connected in December 1935 .

Joseph died on 17th July 1935 and Elizabeth died on 10th June 1943
Both are buried in the Methodist Section of the Nowra General Cemetery.

Shirfey Laird (nee Harper) fived in Worrigee Street, Nowra and recalls “ .
1 remember going fo the coffage with Mum when | was young, very
young. Mum fook a bunch of flowers and some cream buns with her /
remember the cotfage as being very dark and | asked Mum if we could
leave...” [possibly when Elizabeth Turmer died]

“...1 also remember the Aunis Dolly [Adal], Lilly and Mabel, visiting Mary
Ann at the coltage. | was much older then. | can stilf see them Al
dressed up in their best outfits - they all looked alike except for Mabel
who was taller and slimmer... " '

In 1946 a committee of local citizens was formed to clear a swamp area
of about 5 acres Council had purchased some years before (1937). The
aim of the committee was to tum the swampy area into a beautiful
artificial 1ake and park. The area eventually became known as Marriott

® NSWLTO
" Shoathaven Family History Society Archives
: NSW Registry Births, Deaths & Marriage Index
Information from Shirdey Laird :
:f NSW Registry Births, Deaths & Martiage Index
2 E!ectorgl Roll for Nowra 1926
13 NSW B_lrth Death & Marriage Indexes 1924 /7641 & 1928/6408
- According to the 1933 Nowra Municipal Rate Books
Electricity Registers - Mary Ann Weminck 16th December 1935
connection 10/
* Information from Shirley Laird 4/10/1399
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Werninck Craft Coftage Heritage Assessment Report

Park, in honour of Thomas Marriott, the first Captain of Nowra’'s Voluntesr
Fire Brigade and respected cilizen. The general tayout of the park had
been designed by local artist, Leonard Long.'®

Eileen Shea (nee Harvey) has been a member of the Craft Cottage
committee since its inception in February 1985 and is currently treasurer
of the organisation recalls:-

*..Dad was on the first commitfee to improve Marmiott Park. There was
fvan Harvey, Mr Marriott, Herb Pepper, Tom Weminck and others - |
forget their names. Dad donated the outdoor foilet from Journal Street, It
was the first toflet in the park - that's something...”

“..Mum and Dad fivan Bob' & Tess Harvey of Journal Street, Nowraf
were friends with Tom and Mary for many years. Dad worked with Tom in
the timber industry. They used fo ride push bikes to work and carry their
axes on their backs in sugar bags. Tom had a beautiful garden and grew
more than enough vegetables, as did Dad. They used fo swap cuttings
and plants. Tom had an orchard where he grew apples and pears - doing
the grafling himself. Mum and Dad offen used fo go to their place on a
Saturday night to play cards. The cotfage was unlined then. | dom't
remember when it was lined inside. Tom was a very strong man much
1syz‘n'mger than Dad. Dad died in 1957. Torm was quite ofd when he died ..”

Tom Weminck died at his home in P!unket_t Street on 30th March 1973
aged 84 years.

Death of Tom Weminck

The funeral took place last Friday of Mr Thomas James Weminck of
Plunkett Street, Nowra. Mr Werninck died at the age of 84 at his home.
He is survived by his wife Mary Ann and daughters Mrs Grace Qrange of
Qatley and Mrs May Kennedy of Croydon Park. Mr Weminck was bom
and married in Nowra and lived in the town for most of his fife. The
funeral service at the Salvation Army Citadel was conducted by Captain
Ray Proud MrWerninck was interred in the Nowra Cemetery and funeral
arrangements were made by Wray Owen of Nowra. The
Shoalhaven & Nowra News 4th April 1973

Thomas was buried in the Methodlst Portion of the Nowra General
Cemetery.'

Shoalhaven Shire Council had aiready begun re-development of Marriott
Park by July 1973 when Council recommended that negotiations take
place with owners of properties surmounding Marriott Park for the
acqunsmon of the respective allotments in order to extend the area of the
park.'®

At that time the property was valued and the description of the property
recorded.

1 Bayley William A Shoalhaven, Shoalhaven Shire Council, Nowra,
1982 p. 172

E]Ieen Shea interviewed by Robyn Florance 4/10/1999

Nowra General Cemetery - Methodist Portion Row 18A Plot 7

*® Shoalhaven & Nowra News 8th August 1973

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consultants 7
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Lot 3 is a regular shaped allotment having a frontage of 70°9" {21.3
metres) to Plunkett Street, a rear boundary of 70'9” (21.3 metres} and
side boundaries of 132" (40.2 metres). The site having a fotal area of
approximately 34; perches (872 square metre s).

Erected on the land and wholly withire the boundaries, is a 60 year ofd
weatherboard dwelling with a galvanised iron roof. Erected on stone
piers, this building is generally pine lined and ceifed and in fair order only.
Comprising an overali area of approximately 9 squares plus a front
verandah of 1.4 squarss, the building offers accommodation of fwo
bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, bathroom and faundry and includes a fibro
verandah and outside fibro toilet, which is aftached fo the main building.

P.C. items include an aged bath, copper, concrete tubs, sink and an early
‘Kooka” gas stove. The building possesses no. hot water service.

Mary Ann was 87 years of age and was adamant that she would not sell
under any circumstances as her late husband had advised her “not o /et
the key to her home out of her possession under any circumstances” Her
plight was featured in an article on the front page of the local press
Owners of other properties surrounding Marriott Park were also
interviewed for the article.

1n 1878 Mary Ann moved to the Chesalon Nursing Home in Nowra where
she fived uniil her death on 15th August 1981. Mary Ann was buried
beside her husband in the Methodist Portion of the Nowra General
Cemetery, ™ '

Funeral Service

The funeral service of the Iate Mary Ann Weminck was conducted at the
Salvation Amy Citade! by Captain John Tuner on Tuesday moming. He
later officiated at the graveside in Nowra Cemetery. The late Mrs
Werninck, who had lived in Plunkett Street was the widow of Thomas
Werninck. Wray Owen Pty Lid were the funeral directors.
The Nowra [eader 21st August 1981 _ E

In 1982 Mrs Grace Orange and Mrs May Kennedy, the daughters of the
late Mis M A Werninck, advised Council that as they did not live in Nowra
and as the travelling down to aftend to the property was getting more
difficult they were prepared to sell the property to Council.

Council resolved to purchase the property from the Estate of MA.
Werninck on 20th March 1984 and invited applications from community
groups who could make appropriate use of the coftage.

The Shoalhaven Neighbourhood Centre which rented prerises adjoining
Marriott Park, facing Kinghomne Street, proposed that the cottage be used
as a craft outlet, seiling oniy hand made arts and crafis on a commission
basis. One room would be decorated with period furniture for display only
by the Shoathaven Historical Society.

Council made application to the Heritage Council for financial assistance
to upgrade the cottage as it was considered historicai and an example of
construction methods used in that period.

20
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Wermninck’s cottage is of timber fram
unpainted weatherboard. If has bee

ed construction, clad externally in
n built in three stages, with additions

to the original structure in approximately 1930 and 1950, Jf js idea

situated adfacent to Marriotf Park for

The building is the fongest continually occ
in the area. The build;
and if restored to ifs
most quaint and atfr
type development.

upied res
ing is set on the perimeter of the Cenfral City Park

ily

cormmunity use.

idence by one family

original concept it would be, in Councii's opinion, a
active point of district historical interest

and pioneer

Council received a

cottage eady in 1985 so that wo
ready for the official opening.
clipping displayed in the Weminc:

grant of 36,000 to be matched on a dollar for dollar
basis from the Heritage Cduncil. Council workmen began renovating the

Ik would be compieted by September,
According to an undated
k Craft Cottage

“..Plans are for the weatherboards fo be oiled, and the windows done in
a heritage colour. The floors will be sanded and finished in a natural flat

oif or wax for a natural look Whitewash will be brushed onto the inside of

the two fireplaces, and the timber panelling on the walls and ceilings will

be cleaned and oiled.. "

The Weminck Craft Cotfage

Sawkins, on 12th October 1985,

The Weminck Craft Coffage is sit
and is used as an outlet for sellj
staffed by volunteers and moni
. community organisations,

LAND RESEARCH - LOT 6 SECTION 25

was officially opened py Mayor, Harry

uated in the grounds of Marrott Park
ng locally hand made craft. The cottage is
€s raised from craft sales are donated to

newspaper

24th April 1858 | Crown Grant Michael Hyam

| Transfer Esther Sarah Hyam
6/2/1922 Conveyance Joseph Tumer
26/5/1822 Mortgage = | Bank of Australia
911/1922 Mortgage Discharged
2911141822 Mortgage Aust. Bank of Commerce
17/9/1926 Conveyance (Part) War Service Homes
25/8/1927 Mortgage Discharged
14/3/1928 Mortgage Aust. Bank of Commerce
9/6/1928 Conveyance Thomas James Weminck
29/6/1928 Morigage Bank of Australasia
31/10/1933 Morigage Discharged
8/1/1934 Conveyance (Part) Arthur Moore
19/8/19438 Conveyance (Par) Shire of Shoalhaven
23/12/1871 Conveyance (Part) James David Munnoch
28/3/1973 Death Thomas James Weminck

By Wil Mary Ann Weminck
15/8/1981 Death Mary Ann Werninck
By Will Estate M.A. Weminck

9/5/1984 Conveyance Shoalhaven City Council

SIMPSON DAWEBIN
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Weminck Cottage in 1964
Shoalhaven City Council

Circa 1970, after development of Marriott Park wetland
Shoalhaven Historical Society

Circa 1984
Shoalhaven City Council

SIMPSCN DAWRBIN Architects and Herttage Consuftants 10
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ALFANCY

Shoalhaven City Counci

Nowra Sewerage Scheme, 1949 - 51
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Werninck Craft Cottage Heritage Assessment Report

Front and rear of cottage after purchase by Shoalhaven City Councit in
1984,

Shoalhaven City Council

SIMPSON DAWBIN
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1.2 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE,

Intactness of the Buiiding

The building as it exists in 1998 remains substantially in #s original
1920’s configuration, the Jevel of integrity of existing fabric is extremely
high

Externally the cottage is original except for the roof, and the internal
layout is unchanged since original construction. The layoul as a
residence is readily able to be interpreted, and kitchen and laundry
fitments have survived.

Stages of development:

Year Physical development

1922 Original construction

1933 ‘Subdivision of property '

1946 Committee for Marriott Park established

1984 . Cottage purchased by Council :

1985 Weminck Craft Coftage officially opened, October

1997 Cottage reroofed . -

Description of the Cotitage ' _

The building in its original form was a simple urban working class four
roomed cottage typical of the immediate post World War 1 pericd, reliant
on locally available materals skills and resources. The verandah fater
enclosed, and laundry extended to the rear, and an outhouse toilet was
attached at the rear.

The rectangular plan dimensions are 96 metres X 7.3, plus open
verandah of 1.8 metres at the front

The double pitched gable roof extends to a skillion over the front and rear
verandahs. Originally 6' galvanised sheets, the roof was recently
replaced with green Colorbond corrugated steel.

The original layout as a residence was kitchen and bedroom at the front,
lounge and bedroom at the middle, and enclosed verandah and laundry
to the rear. The fayout is unchanged in its present use as a shop.

Construction is timber frame with hardwood weatherboards, left in natural
condition to weather. This finish is common in timber growing areas, but
more unusual in urban areas. Brick chimneys and fireplaces survive
intact to the east side, however a small chimney to the laundry copper
has been demolished. The base plinth for the chimneys is stone and the
house is supported on hewn stone piers. -

The Setting and Landscape

Marriott Park Setfing -

The cottage now stands alone in the wider context of Marriott Park. The
original setting was part of a group of weatherboard cottages with
extensive undeveloped open space ad wetland to the rear. The
fandscape has changed dramatically from a raw fringe of a developing
urban area, to an artificial landscape of the park and water feature
created by draining the swamp.

Frontage to Piunkett Street

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consuftants 14
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The streetscape has changed also, as early residential development in
the vicinity has been replaced with the frontage of Marriott Park or
industrial/ commercial development on Kinghome Street, such as the
adjacent former Repco site. Remnanis of contemporary 1920's housing
remains opposite on Plunkett Street. The Weminck Cottage is a distinet
and separate element in the Park landscape, However no attempt has
been made to define this curtilage by recreating the picket fence or
reinstating an appropriate cottage garden setting to enhance the
cottage’s significance in the streetscape. The domination of the site by
the growth of park trees an the continuous pine log fence along the
Plunkett Street boundary of the park, further diminish the significance of
the cottage,

Werninck Cottage in its setting in Marriott Park and frontage to Plunkett
Street

SIMPSON DAWSBIN Architects and Hentags Consultants 15
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Exterior views, 1999
Chimneys to east elevation and south west corner
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Key plén of the Building

EXTERNAL ELEMENTS

SCHEDULE of BUILDING ELEMENTS
Area No Element Name

External Areas

A1 Marriott Park

A2 Plunkett Street frontage
A3 Cottage garden

Ad Pathways

Building, exterior

B1 West Elevation

B2 South Elevation

B3 East Elevation

B4 North Elevation

B5 Verandah

Interior

C1 Front room eft (kitchen)
c2 Front room right (bedroom)
Cc3 Middie Room feft (Lounge)
Cc4 Middle room right (bedroom)
C5 Enclosed verandah

C6 Laundry

: Wermnc i Cf aﬁ; Coft_ége Heritage Assessment Report
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Kitchen and Hearth, C1

Former Lounge, C3

Weminck Craft Cottage Interior, 1999

SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consuftants 18
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1.3 ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY AND PHYSICAL
EVIDENCE

Documentary evidence

Very little documentary evidence remains which describe the structure at
the time of initial construction and subsequent alterations at the site.
Contemporary description has assisted in determining the original
configuration. Several photographs taken in the early 1960's and 70's
cleary indicate the external form and condition of the cottage while still in
use as a residence.

The building fabric as evidence

The fabric of the building itself has provided evidence as to the
development and history of the building, indication three stages of
development evidenced by varying thickness of floor boards and different
window and door details to the rear enclosed verandah. The original
fabric has generally survived intact to confirm available documentary
evidence

Visual Assessment of Significant Fabric

Exterior: :

Remaining external fabric is essentially original, or representative of one
of the three stages of development referred to above. The exception is of

sound, affirming the durabifity of hardwood as an exterior finish, Essential
mairitenance now requires aniy spot repairs and control of rot,

The three stages of development of the cottage are clearly expressed in
the vertical beaded joints in the weatherboards,

Interior:

The interior is generally in good condition and is well maintained with
much of the original finishes and fittings remaining. Inappropriate
alterations include:

* Fluorescent lights in the front'room,

* Non original pine doors

* "Mock stone” fireplace in rear room

A future Conservation Management Plan should further investigate the
physical fabric, in particularly in the following areas which are referred to
superficially in this report:

¢ The roof space

* Underfloor space and footings

* Analysis of former garden and fandscape

¢ Analysis of interior joinery and fittings

SIMPSON DAWRBIN Architects and Heritage Consuftants 18
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PART2:  ASSESS SIGNIFICANCE

Basis of Assessment

This study uses the NSW Heritage Assessment Criteria’! to evaluate the
nature and degree of significance of the site as a whole and key
contributory components. The nature of cultural significance is assessed
under four categories including historic, aesthetic, technical/scientific
and social significance.

The degree of significance takes into account the rarity or representative
nature of the tem or feature

Citations and Existing Listings
Shoalhaven Heritage Study, P Freeman, 1997

Statement of Significance

The significance of the building exists through its ability to demonstrate
the way of life of a typical working class family in Nowra in the post World
War period

The building and its site display high significance within the four major
~ heritage assessment criteria: ‘

Historical Significance

The building is the longest continually occupied residence by one family
in the area, and is a survivor of an ever diminishing stock of simple
worker cottages in the Nowra district.

Aesthetic Significance

The cottage scale and vemacular character of the building provide a
strong contribution to the streetscape in Plunkett Street, and provides a
marked contrast with the more sophisticated and grander scale Victorian/
Edwardian public buiiding group further up the same street.

The distinctive natural timber finish of the weatherboards is unusual in
Nowra, and particularly unusual to survive until the present day without
painting, '

Since the demolition of other structures in the vicinity, Wemicks Cottage
is a prominent feature on the edge of Marrott Park, the lake and
landscape of which provide an ideal setting for the cottage

The Weminck Craft Cottage has landmark significance in its prominent
position as the only structure on Marmioit Park

Social Significance

The social significance of the cotfage is enhanced by its present role as a
craft cottage. As such it encourages community participation in craft and
creative activities, and the cottage forms the focus of community market
days and other gatherings associated with Marriott Park

Technical/ Scientific

The significance of the cottage is not the complexity or craftsmanship of
its construction, but the simple vemacular techniques used, such as the
stone piers and plinth course, the single sided timber lined stud walis and
the natural hardwood weatherboards.

' NSW Heritage Manual, {Heritage Office 1987)
SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consuftants 20
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Levels of Significance

Local Significance
The Werninck Craft Cottage is significant at a local level through its
cultural value to the community

The building provides physical evidence of its former use as a working
class family residence.

PART 3 - MANAGE SIGNIFICANCE

Development Of Conservation Policy

introduction

The previous section has estabiished that the complex of Weminck Craft

Cottage has considerable historic, aesthetic, social and technical

significance

The development of an appropriate set of Policies for the conservation,

use and management of the site must take into account the opportunities

and constraints arising from:

1. the Statement of Significance

2. the requirements of the site owners and the community, the
available resources and feasible options for future use of the
place

3. the physical condition of the place

4. requirements imposed by externai factors

Opportunities and Constraints arising from the Statement of
Significance

[n order to protect the visual character of the Weminck Craft Cottage
precinct and to ensure that the integrity of the site is not lost through
inappropriate alteration, certain constraints should apply to any future
development in the vicinity: ‘

* usage which may impact on the significance of the building and
curtifage should be prohibited:;

* reconstruction of fabric should be limited to ensure that the legibility
and integnity of the original fabric is not obscured.

+ alterations should be strictly limited and controlled to ensure that
there is no further loss of visual character;

*  significant fabric should be appropriately conserved;
» views and vistas of the cottage should be preserved;

» Tradesmen skilled in vernacular building techniques should be used
for the conservation and other work

Opportunities arising from the significance of the site should bif-_ DR aE R

considered in any redevelopment program, and include:

/
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'uThe legibility of the fabric which enables interpretation of the
- - evolution of the fabric and adaptability in the use of the spaces.

“e. The building and remains a tangible example of living history for the
.. benefit of the local community, and a reminder of the way of [ife in
- Nowra of the 1920's

Opportunities and Constraints Arising from Ownership and
Use :

The adaptability and flexibility of the site to provide new useful and valued
faciliies has been demonstrated since the cessation of its original function.
Continued ownership by Shoalhaven Cily Council and- leasing to a
community group affords the optimum arrangement for protection and
security of tenure of the site, balanced with accessibility by the community.

There are no plans at present for any redevelopment or change of use of
the building. .

Opportunities and Constraints Arising from Physicél
Condition

Most of the building fabric is in goad condition, or capable of readily being
upgraded. Reguiar maintenance will be required to prevent deterioration of
the timber weatherboard ciadding. T

Constraints and Requirements imposed by Extemal Factors

Statutory Requirements
Any conservation or development on the site must be cognisant of the
regulations of relevant govemment agencies:

a Building Code of Australia re:
-Controls for buildings, amenities, fire proteciion and egress

1

e  Shoalhaven City Council requirements

L]
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PART 4 CONSERVATION POLICY

Introduction and Conservation Objectives
The purpose of the conservation policies set out in this section is to provide
a set of mandatory principles relating to the conservation and usage of the

value to the community, and future management should ensure this

resource is enhanced to its fuil potential:

Management policy should recognise that the Weminck Craft Cottage
offers the following attributes: ‘

* & specific community resource
*  asignificant contribution to the community’s social historic awareness

In this section, palicy statements are provided in italics and should be read
with the associated text to aig interpretation.

Terminoiogy:
"Should” in the context of this report implies mandatory requirement for
compliance.

"May" implies suggested or optional compliance.

Conservation terminoiogy including terms such as ‘place’, ‘conservation’
‘restoration’, ‘reconstruction’, adaptation’ etc follow the definitions of the
Burra Charter -

Conservation Work

Policy (1.2); The significance of the place should be made clearly evident
fo the observer and the means of interpretation should be compatible with
the retention of that significance

Policy (1.3); The Statement of Significance and the Schedufe of Significant
Efements as sef out in Part 2, together with recommendations for specific

Policy (1.4); Intrusive efements should be removed.

Coordination and Advice
The recommendations of this Report should be implemented via a
Co-ordinated decision-making process.

Policy (2.1); The policies outlined in this document should be endorsed as
a guide to fiture planning and work.

Policy (2.2): This document should be reviewed as the need arises but at
a minimum of five year infervafs.
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Community Consultation and Management

Members of the local community should have means of contributing to
the ongoing use and management of the cottage within the constraints of
this Report

Policy (3.1):  The community should be able to contribute fo decisions
regarding the use and management of the cottags.

The Setting, Boundaries and Curtilage

Policy (4.1) Prohibit or restrict development in the immediate
surrounding area that may adversely impact on the significance of the
site, including the adjoining park

Compatible Uses
Policy (5.1) - Fiture uses of should be compatible with the original function
of the buifding

Alterations to Significant ltems _

{Policy 6.1): Any afferations or additions proposed affecting significant
items or within the significant precinct should: be designed to ensure that
the new work is sympathetic with the existing. Afteration work should
respect the form, fabric and detailing of the heritage structures.

integrity of Original Materials and Finishes

Policy (7.1): Surviving original fabric to both inferior and exterior shalf not
be replaced with alfernative materials except ass required in the course of
accurate reconstruction of deteriorated elements

Public Access, :

Policy (8.1): The building should be as accessible as possible to the
general public within the constraints of safety, security and retention of
significance of the site.

Policy (8.2):
Disabled access should be mairitained at all times, via a short ramp onto
the verandah. :

T

Landscaping §
Poiicy (9.1): The immediate curiilage of the coffage should be )
reconstructed in the form and composition of the original landscape

SIMPSCON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consuffants 24
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PART 5: IMP,LEMENTA_TION STRATEGY
5.1 Maintenance

General principles for the Implementation of Upgrading and
Conservation Program

The building remains generally in good condition and has been
consistently maintained.

Design, documentation and site supervisidn of all work shduld be carried
out by specialist conservation consultants, and site work by specialist
tradesmen.

Definitions

This section utilises definitions from the Australia ICOMOS Charter for the
Conservation of Places of Cuifural S;gn:ﬁcance {the Burra Charter) as
follows:’

Fabric means all the physi_cal material of the place.

Conservation means ali the processes of looking after a place 50 as to
retain its cultural significance. It includes maintenance and may according
to circumstance include preservation, restoration, reconstruction and
adaptation and will be commonly a combination of more than one of these,

Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric,
contents and setting of a place, and is to be distinguished from repair.
Repair involves restoration or reconstruction and it should be treated
accordingly.

Preservation means méintaining_the fabric of a place in its existing state
and retarding deterioration.

Restoration means retuming the EX!STING fabric of a place to a known
earlier state by removing accretions or by reassembling existing
components without the introduction of new material,

Reconsﬂ_'ucﬁon means retuming a place as nearly as possible to a
known earlier state and is distinguished by the introduction of materials
(new or old) into the fabric.

Adaptation means medifying a place to suit proposed compatible uses.
Compatible use means a use which involves no change to the cutturally

significant fabric, changes which are substantially reversible, or changes
which require a minimal impact.
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Maintenance of the Asset

The building is currently cared for to a hlgh standard, however the
following schedule outlines recommendation for ongoing maintenance:
Schedule of Maintenance and Conservation Priorities:

Priority Maintenance ltem

» Patch rofted and damaged weatherboards at ends of boards to east
efevation. Generally, patching of weatherboards will be required at
localised areas of rot and split timber at joinis and fastenings and at
end grain locations,

» The unpainted weatherboards should remain unpainted as this is
important to retaining the significance of the cottage. However, for
protection, a clear penetrating water repellant solution should be
applied to all exposed timber elements.

Recommended treatment for protection of unpainted exterior timber:

1 Treat surface with anti mould application, using Tropical Mould
Kilfer by Flood Company. Saturate timber with spray application,
and allow to dry.

2 Apply water repelient treatment non silicon Seal Wall by Seﬂeys
concentrated spray to saturate into grain of timber,

{Advice from Orica technical speciéﬁ'st, Mr Mal Palmer)

Other Maintenance items

External

« Point up joints to stonework to base of chimneys, east elevation

» Replace rotied fascia to floor beam of rear verandah

» Fit flashing under window sill over weatherboards at rear verandah
« Repair west barge board, rotted end grain

= Repair rot in base of front verandah posts, NE end

» Front deck timbers should be separaied from contact with ground
Roof

Council completed reroofing and r‘ep'lacement of cappings and flashings
to the coftage in 1997. This eliminated earlier problems of leaks which
had damaged intemal wall and ceiling finishes.

Intermai
The interior is generally in good condition and cared for appropriately by
the tenants.

Some recommendations for conservation in order to retrieve the original

finishes and fittings but are not essential to maintenance of the cottage

include:

+ Replace fluorescent fights with suspended fittings appropriate to the
1920's in the front room.

= Replace non original pine doors with t&g braced and ledged doors

» Replace ‘'mock stone’ fireplace in rear room

-SIMPSON DAWBIN Architects and Heritage Consuftarts 26
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52
Compatible Uses

This report generally recommends that the Wenmnick Craft Cottage should
continue in its role as g retail outlet for local arts and crafts, as an

edge of Marriott Park ensures a high profile community exposure, and
affords the opportunity for market days and craft fairs. Promation of
activities such as the 1988 Bicentennial Easter Fair should pe
encouraged on gz regular basis to ensure 4 greater community
participation in the use of this unique hertage building

53
Alterations to Significant items _

Any proposal for alteration or additions work should respect the form,
fabric and detailing of the heritage structures. |t js expected that
opportunities for alteration except for superficial interior adaptation will be
severely limited. :

5.4

Integrity of Originat Materials and Finishes

Surviving original fabric to both interior and exterior shall not be replaced
by altemative materials. This shal} include the retaining of the untreated
weatherboards ( except as described above), retaining the unpainted
face brick chimneys, and future replacement of the green Colorbond roof
with gaivanised iron short sheets

5.5

Public Access

Pathways and steps into the cottage shall €ncourage safe and ready
access to the public,

Disabled access should be maintained at ali times, via a short ramp onto
the verandah. :

5.6 ,

fence and gate.

The landscape shouid visually separate the cottage precinct or curtilage
from the remainder of Marriott Park There is no evidence of 3 paling
fence to the side and rear boundaries, and shouid not be included now.

5.7

Future Planning and Management

The longer term Mmanagement of the site should be averseen by the
-management committee and be subject to the terms and conditions of
this Report. Decisions for the future will be dependent on community
input
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NAME Georgian style weatherboard cottage REFERENCE NC

ADDRESS 102 Plunkett Street NB032
Nowra NSW 2541
- OTHERNAMES  The Bridge Residence - Weminck Craft Cottage
GROUP
" RELATED ITEMS HERITAGE LISTINGS

"} Register of the National Estate (AHC) - Register

] D Register of the National Estate (AHC) - Interim

" CATEGORY Bu D Register of National Trust (NSW)

I:! Within National Trust Conservation Area

[ Register of Significant Twentieth Century Architecture (RALA)

RE AL PRbPERTY Lot 3 DP 328271 D Heritage Councxl Register - Section 130 Order

DESCRIPTION ' ) D Heritage Councxl Register - Permanent Conservation Order

D Hertitage Council - Interim Conservation Order

D Hjjeritage Council Register - Nomiration

ZONING Residential 2(a1) D NSW Govemment Department Heritage Register {$170 Heritage Act)
D Institute of Engineers (NSW) Heritage Register

SUB CATEGORY 011

OWNER Shoalhaven City Council

- MAP Nowra 9028-3-S ] Regional Environmental Plan Heritage Schedute
GRID [:] Local Environmental Plan Heritage Schedule
D Local Envirormental Plan Heritage Schedu[e Conservation Area
DATE OF SURVEY 25/3/968 RSH D Draft Listings

[Z] Heritage Study Listings

PROPERTY NOQ. 37657
@ Other Listings :  Supplement to REP

PHOTOGRAPH / PLAN

FILMROLL 28 NEGATIVENO. 4
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Georgian style weatherboard cottage REFERENCE NO

102 Plunkett Strest NBO32
Nowra NSW 2541

OTHER NAMES  The Bridge Residence - Weminck Craft Cottage

DESCRIPTION HISTORICAL NOTES
Description: Neat vernacular Federation pericd Georgian style coftage This cottage was eracted for Mary Helen Bridge, of Wandandian, wher
in original condition. Simple gabled form on rectangular plan. she retired to Nowra to live. It was built by Mr Turner on behaif of Reg
Symmetrical facade. Medium pitched gabled iron raof with skillion Bridge, for his mother. Mary Helen lived here for many years until she
section at rear. Constructed of unpainted weatherboard with a gabled moved to Sydney where she died. The Werninck family purchased the
iron roof. Set on low brick piers. Two sturdy externai brickchimneys, property and it was occupied by members of the Weminck family
both on the same side. Plain timber bargeboards to gables. lron continuously until 1983."

& skillion roofed verandah to front. Chamferad timberposts and timber In 1983 the cottage was purchased by the Shoalhaven City Council

i f{loor. Central entrance door with double hung window either side. Set who have conserved its original state its function as an outlet for focal
on open allotment with native plantings around boundary. craft work is entirely complernentary

Modifications: There is no evidence of external alterations and ittle
obvious renewal of fabric. The roofing iron and weatherbeards appear
never to have been painted. Paintwork on the verandah posts and on
timber work of front opening is in good condition. A border around the
footings of the cottage has been fijled with fine gravel. -

STATEMENT OQF SIGNIFICANCE

Modest vemacular cottage dating from the Federation pericd; an
excellent example of its type, Considerable social and histerical
interast Lacal significance (Shealhaven)

HISTORICAL THEMES - STATE
23 (Housing)

HISTORICAL THEMES - REGIONAL.

EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANGE - SUMMARY
RARE REPRESENTATIVE

EVOLUTION - ASSQCIATION |' L J

(Historicai)

a\iﬁgﬂf - TECHNICAL f L Jr L J HISTORICAL THEMES - LOCAL.
% . COMMUNITY ESTEEM r J L J 23 3 (Urban houses)
T (Sociah)

E?sEdSeiﬁ;::(;H POTENTIAL r Jr 4'
OTHER o ' [ _ H J
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&AME Georgian style weatherboard cottage REFERENCE NO
ADDRESS 102 Plunkett Street NB032
Nowra _ NSW 2541

OTHER NAMES  The Bridge Residence - Werninck Craft Cottage -

CONSERVATION ACTION RECOMMENDED ' INFORMATION SOURCES - WRITTEN / ORAL / GRAPHIC

Written : Building Survey Nowra, R Florance.

AC Ali, lawarra Region Historic Building and Sites 1981. Perumai
Murphy Wu, lllawarra Regicnal Heritage Study Review, September
1993

Orai : Bob Bridge, Kinghern Street, Nowra 18/2/1993

Graphic :

Location:
FURTHER INFORMATION
Date: ¢.1925
Historical Pericd: 1901-1925
Builder: Mr Turner
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