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5.0 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

5.1 THE SETTING

The Surrounding Area

On their western extremity the showground precincts are edged by the steep, thickly
wooded escarpements of the banks of the Shoalhaven River and Nowra Creek. It is
these natural bushland elements which contribute greatly to the picturesque character
of the showground. This area contains parts of Ben's Walk and the caves and shelters in
the vicinity of Hanging Rock which were used by homeless men during the Depression
years.

To the east, the western edge of Nowra city is almost solely residential, with a number
of the houses including Meroogal House being of heritage significance. Nowra Park and
the hospital are situated directly to the north of the site with West Street Oval on the
south, reflecting the original dedication of land to public use in 1881.

Views and Vistas

Because of its location at the crest of land rising gradually from the city centre to the
west, the showground site offers significant views in a number of directions. Views west
over the Shoalhaven River and Cambewarra Mountain to the north west are spectacular.
(Fig. 5.1). These views are also apparent along Scenic Drive in Precinct 2, although
marred to some degree by the overhead power lines. The 1937 photo (Fig. 4.16)
illustrates that apart from a few less trees in the foreground the view from Hanging Rock
Lookout was much the same as it is today.

On the higher ground adjacent to the Community Youth Centre, within the seating of
the Federation Pavilion and along the two entry roads, there are significant views over the
city with glimpses to the coastland in the distance. (Figs. 5.2 & Plan Drg 4 in Section 7.0)
The visibility of Meroogal House and other residential properties from Precinct | to the
south east has always been apparent and remains to this day (Fig. 4.10). The large open
expanses of the main oval and the playing field also enable long internal vistas north and
south within the showground complex. In the Horse and Cattle Area, south of the
Commentary Box, there are views to the adjacent West Street Oval and neighbouring
properties.

Approach Routes

The traditional approach routes and entries to the showground are a natural extension of
the Nowra street grid pattern. Junction Street and Worrigee Street formed the
northern and southemn extremities of the site until the “Added Area” extension and

the Horse and Cattle Area extension altered this configuration. The Junction Street
entrance to the showground is formed by the Nowra War Memorial gates which are
surrounded by bitumen road (Fig. 5.3). The pedestrian gate on the south side of the
Memorial is connected to the Pavilion by a concrete pedestrian path, while the
pedestrian gate on the north is not linked to any path. The bulk and height of the stone
gates create a dramatic statement at the entry. The road from the gates to the Pavilion is
the only bitumen road within the showground which is kerbed and guttered. Combined
with the mature trees, the width, edge treatment and the added lighting, this road has a
formality unique to the site and is a recognition that it is the dominant entry to the
showground.
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6.3 GLOUCESTER SHOWGROUND

Date of establishment: First show held in 1910.

Setting: A spectacular natural setting 1.5 kms north of town. 20 mature eucalypts on the
site.

Layout: refer to plan Fig. 6.6.
Brief description of buildings and features:
Poultry Pavilion — built ¢1920 is timber framed with corrugated iron roof and weatherboard

cladding.

Beef Pavilion — built 1920s is an open pavilion of timber posts with painted corrugated iron
roof. Has a later addition to the east and is in poor condition.

Produce Pavilion/Handicrafts Pavilion - built 1920s timber framed building with a high pitched
metal trussed gable roof clad in corrugated iron. Partially lined interior with concrete floor.

Stock Yards — possibly original 1908 yards but most of original material replaced.

Rural Youth Hall - steel framed with corrugated steel roof built in 1970. Brick ablutions block
addition.

Trade/Art Pavilion — a rectangular steel framed building clad in corrugated steel built |980s.

Other facilities include a Luncheon Room built in 1970, a Bar built in 1970s, an hexagonal
Secretary's Office and a small Gatekeeper’s Box.

e ey
OTTO CSERHALMI & PARTNERS P/L



COMPARATIVE
ANALYSIS
FEBRUARY 2003

NOWRA SHOWGROUND

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

ANNOYDMOHS

HALSHINDTD 4O

NV1d 99 ‘84

S¥20/g SUCNIQY '3 Jeg 3oBuUg
ucliined SYeIopUBH $ 33np0.y

X0§ S J90unouly
SpIe A YoO)g
UINOA Jeinyy

uoliired Agnog
sa|gels

SpJeA 03pay

Xog siadsayeien
UOIIAEd Liyyaped)

tolined ameo |ssg
uopned sped Aneq

LUIOGY UOSYIUNT
Ieq
WO s Amaieg

CFNOEN NG o

o vy

99

OTTO CSERHALMI & PARTNERS P/L



COMPARATIVE
NOWRA SHOWGROUND ANALYSIS
[y == =————au=ay—-ra==|

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN FEBRUARY 2003

6.4 MAITLAND SHOWGROUND

Date of establishment: Present showground established in 1873.

Setting: Located on the southern extremity of Maitland town, it is bounded by dwellings on three
sides with agricultural land on the south. Mature landscaping features are interspersed among the
buildings and include 6 Moreton Bay Figs, |7 pine trees, a number of Gums and 3 oaks.

Layout: refer to plan Fig. 6.7

Brief description of buildings and features:

Arts and Crafts Pavilion - Designed by local Architect John Pender in 1880s is a good example of
late 19" century exhibition hall with finely crafted timber detailing. The building is timber framed
and clad in corrugated iron with a high pitched gabled roof clad in corrugated iron with
decorative timber bargeboards. Its condition is poor.

Poultry Pavilon — probably designed by John Pender ¢ 1880 is a fine example of a relatively intact
19" Century vernacular pavilion with finely worked timber detailing. The building is a long low
timber framed pavilion clad in corrugated iron with a gabled corrugated iron clad roof. Its
condition is poor.

Thomas Morgan Pavilion — erected in 1980s, is a steel portal framed structure with sheet metal
cladding, unlined internally.

Harold Mead Pavilion — erected in 1980s, it is a steel framed structure with sheet steel cladding.

Willard Pavilion — commercial exhibit building built in 1970s. Steel framed with a low pitched
gabled roof clad in corrugated iron.

Grandstand and McDonald Pavilion - a fine Federation Arts and Crafts Pavilion buift of mid

brown brick with a sandstone coping in ¢1900. The roof is a barrel vaulted on light steel framed
trusses and sheeted in corrugated steel. The roof is supported on | | fluted cast iron columns and
curved wrought iron brackets. The McDonald Pavilion erected ¢1900 is located on east side of
arena at the rear of the Grandstand and is in the Federation Arts and Craft style with red
brickwork and four bays of sawtooth roofs.

Collectors Building - (c 1940) a steel framed building with a low pitched gabled roof in corrugated
metal.

Horse Stalls - (c 1970) three sparate buildings in concrete block with corrugated steel roofs.

Other buildings include Greyhound kennels (built 1980s) and Beef and Dairy Cattle Stalls (built
1980s) both being concrete block structures.

—_———— ey 100
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1. Arts & Crafts

2. Thomas Morgan Pavilion

3. Harold Mead Pavilion

4. Pigeon Pavilion

5. Poultry Pavilion _ ;
6. Trotting Training Track ;

7. Greyhound Kennels

8. Horse Stables

9. Beef Cattle Stalls

10.Dairy Cattle Stalls

11.Arena

12 Wiltard Pavilion

13. Grandstand & McDonald Pavilion
14. Police Box & Collectors Pavillon
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6.6 SINGLETON SHOWGROUND
Date of establishment: First show held in 1865 and first show held at present site in 1910.

Setting: Located in developed area with well established landscaping. Mature trees include
Kurrajongs, Silky Oaks, Camphor Laurels, Pines, Eucalypts and Casuarinas.

Layout: refer to plan Fig. 6.12

Brief description of buildings and features:

Main Pavilion - designed by architect J. Pender in the High Victorian Gothic style and built in
1880 it is a structure framed in timber with arched iron frames to the central roof which
provides a bank of clerestory windows each side. The gabled ends are decorated with
timber fretwork and with entrance porticos.

Band Rotunda - built in 1880, a small octagonal rotunda of cast iron with highly decorated
columns, balustrading, valances and quatrefoils all in cast iron. The pitched roof is sheeted in
iron as is the small timber podium on which it rests.

Refreshment Rooms & Small Pavilion - a range of timber framed small pavilions along the
Bathurst Street boundary having verandahs to the arena and a continuous wall to the street
linking up with the side wall of the main pavilion. Edwardian in styling.

Grandstand - a small Edwardian grandstand with a pitched roof sheeted in corrugated iron, the
eaves supported on elaborate cast iron columns and brackets.

Dairy Cattle Stalls - built 1910, two long narrow stalls, one single, one double bank. Earth
floor with timber posts and rails and curved corrugated iron roofs.

Beef Pavilion/Rural Youth Animal Nursery - constructed on circular timber posts with a curved
corrugated iron roof. Ventilation provided by narrow unglazed opening below the eaves line.

Earth floor,

Goats/Sheep Pavilion - open sided shed with circular timber posts supporting a low pitched
open gabled corrugated iron roof. Earth floor with internal dividing gates.

Rabbit/Dog Shed - sheet steel cladding and roof next to a small brick building (c1910) used
for storage which was originally a toilet block.

Horse Stalls - (c1910) four separate buildings in two rows with |15 horse boxes in hardwood
with corrugated iron roofs.

Poultry & Pigeons - constructed in 1980s, a steel framed building with corrugated iron
cladding and low pitched gabled roof. Roller doors and no windows.

Rural Youth/Horticultural Fruit & Vegetables - (c1920) used for display of vegetables, flowers
and wool. Timber framed with corrugated iron cladding and roofing.

106

PSS
QTTO CSERHALMI & PARTNERS P/L



COMPARATIVE
ANALYSIS
FEBRUARY 2003

NOWRA SHOWGROUND

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

ANNOYDAOHS NOLITONIS 40 Nv1Id Tl1'9 B4

O VT

_ 8 .
_ — ey
] rL,—..' X \.\\\l‘lt:f S 4
4 g P
~ N
/ N
| 6 / \
01 M \ 4 3
21 F i . a1

ws I |

o
[ =

pieaalg Az 1sod 'd

BpUMIOY £

108 seIpecig g

Yo A 1e4NY ‘Gl

saigeyeban 3 unig jeimynalioy vl
sueabpld 5 Augnod €L

uogirRd €284ST 1

Yo jeimy “LL

SIEa 04

uoyned J328 6

syels epes Aleg g

sjjels asioy L
leg suesang ‘g
SEGqEY 'S
o4sg
uolined Urey ¢
Swpoy B9 T

aopO sheamas

i

107

OTTO CSERHALMI & PARTNERS P/L




































CULTURAL

NOWRA SHOWGROUND SIGNIFICANCE

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

1.1

1.3

EEE--——ay
OTTO CSERHALMI & PARTNERS P/L

Nowra CP_CultSig

JANUARY 2003

PREVIOUS ASSESSMENTS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nowra Showground and a number of its constituent elements have previously been
identified as items of Local and Regional significance.. These listings are included in the Shoalhaven
City Council Heritage Survey |995-1998 Inventory (part 3) and are on standard NSW Heritage
Office State Heritage Inventory sheets. Further details of these listings are provided in section
8.0 of this document, Constraints and Opportunities. The SHI sheets are also included in the
Appendices.

COORDINATION AND ANALYSIS OF EVIDENCE

The coordination and analysis of both the documentary and physical evidence of the Nowra
Showground and its individual components and the application of significance criteria reveals the
following aspects of cultural significance of the place.

Criterion A Importance in the course or pattern of history of the local area’s cultural or
natural history

The Nowra Showground is of historic significance because of its continuous use by the local district
community for the celebration of rural, sporting and social activities since the year |886.

Guidelines for inclusion satisfied:
s shows evidence of a significant human activity
¢ maintains the continuity of a historical activity

Criterion B Strong or special association with life or works of a person, or group of persons,
of importance in the cultural or natural history of the local area.

The showground is associated with early pioneers of the local Nowra area including members
of the Shoalhaven Agricultural and Horticultural Association and especially James Monaghan who
was first secretary of this association formed in 1874 and which instigated the move of the
showground to its present location. Monaghan served on this body for 36 years. The memorial
fountain which was erected in his honour shows the high esteem in which he was held by the
local community.

Another associational link includes a trustee of the Nowra Showground in the 1920s, Ben
Walsh, son of the founder of the Terrara Hardware Store, who established Ben's Walk, the
entries to which are gained from the western side of the showground.

Guidelines for inclusion satisfied:
A shows evidence of significant human occupation
. is associated with significant persons '
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Criterion F Possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the local area’s cultural or
natural history.

To properly assess the rarity of the built and natural qualities of the Nowra Showground
requires an extensive survey of many regional showgrounds throughout NSV and is beyond the
scope of this study. Until such time that a survey has been carried out inclusion in this guideline
is not satisfied.

Criterion G An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of
the local area’s
- Cultural or natural places
- Cultural or natural environments

Nowra Showground with its pavilion overlooking the oval (parade ground) and the adjoining
horse and cattle areas is a fine example of a typical design of a regional showground. The level
of physical intactness of the pavilion and the war memorial gates display examples of
architectural design characteristics of the time.

Guidelines for inclusion satisfied:
. has attributes typical of a particular significant activity
. is part of a group which collectively illustrates a representative type

1.4 LEVELS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The former three levels of heritage significance used by the NSW Heritage Office have now been
reduced to two - Local and State. Regional significance is now no longer used. The Heritage
Office has defined regional significance as items of heritage significance which are fine examples, or
rare, at the regional community level. It is clear that the Nowra Showground is of cultural
significance to an area greater than the immediate local community and would extend to the
boundaries of the Shoalhaven Shire Council. The Annual Nowra Show drawing in visitors from all
over the Shoalhaven area is but one example.

For the purposes of this document the term Local significance will only be used as this is the
current criteria used by the NSW Heritage Office.

e 121
OTTO CSERHALMI & PARTNERS P/L

Flovwies £F_CultSig



CULTURAL

NOWRA SHOWGROUND SIGNIFICANCE
= s ==

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

JANUARY 2003

7.5 SUMMARY STATEMENT OF CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
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Nowra Showground including a number of its constituent elements are of Local significance for
the LGA of Shoalhaven.

Nowra Showground is of historical significance as a centre for the celebration of rural, sporting and
social life for the district community since 1886. The showground has been continuously
associated with the Shoalhaven Agricultural & Horticultural Association which through its
conductance of annual shows in the area since 1874 has provided opportunities for the
dissemination of new agricultural and pastoral techniques to the farmers of the district.

The showground is aesthetically significant for its spectacular setting by the Shoalhaven River, its
splendid mature landscape features and landmark buildings including the Federation Pavilion and
the Nowra War Memorial Gates. The Federation Pavilion is a finely crafted example of
Federation style grandstand design which provides a visual focus for the site and which defines the
western side of the green expanse of the main oval. Forming an impressive entrance to the
grounds, the War Memorial Gate is an unusual example of the late use of the Federation

Gothic style and as a reminder of the contributions made by Australians to international war
efforts.

This multi-functional site, 2 major recreationl centre in Nowrg, is of high social value for past and
present generations and a reminder of the enterprise of volunteer labour in providing facilities for
the district. It contains a number of built structures which reflect changing community needs

and interests in the district.
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1.5 GRADINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

GENERAL

This section, in accordance with the procedures recommended in The
Conservation Plan (Kerr, 2000), significance of various elements and items of
the showground have been assessed and graded for the purpose of enabling
decisions on the future conservation and development of the place.

The grading categories are defined as follows:

Exceptional

Exceptional items include those in their original configuration with little change
which provide a great historic, aesthetic or functional understanding about the
use and development of the showground. This grading fulfils criteria for Local
or State listing.

Considerable

Significance can be easily interpreted and understood and provides
information about the use of the place and its significance to the showground
even though changes have occurred and may have compromised to a degree
the items over time. This grading fulfils criteria for Local or State listing.

Some

ltems of Some Significance are those which perform a less important
function in relation to the use and development of the showground. It includes
changes to the place which are not crucial to the historic, aesthetic or
functional understanding of the place. This grading fulfils criteria for Local
or State listing.

Little

These may be early items with unsympathetic alterations or additions. They
may be items that are impossible to interpret or are more modern items
detracting from the significance of the place. This grading does not fulfil
criteria for Local or State listing.

Intrusive

Those items/elements of the showground which adversely affect the
significance of the place are assessed as Intrusive. They may be elements
which are visually intrusive, or are changes to the showground which
obscure an understanding of the development and significance of the place.
This grading does not fulfil criteria for Local or State listing.

Neutral
Neutral items are those which do not impact on the significance of the place.
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7.5.2 THE GRADINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE OF INDIVIDUAL ITEMS AT
NOWRA SHOWGROUND

This section grades the significance of various showground elements in accord
-ance with section 7.5 above.

VIEWS AND VISTAS

Significance
Views to Cambewarra Mountain, Exceptional
over Shoalhaven River and to west
and south west from land above cliffs
along western edge of showground.
Views east to Nowra and coastal land Considerable
from high ground in Precinct 2.
Glimpses to the east of Nowra and Some
coastal land from the top of Junction
Street and from Worrigee Street entry
gates.
THE PRECINCTS
Precinct | - The Main Showground
Item Significance
Access entry and exit at Junction Street Exceptional
including the Inter-War Castellated Gateway
(War Memorial Gates)
Access entry and exit at VWorrigee Street Considerable
The form and perimeter of the main oval Considerable
Trotting track and inner rail Some
Owval fence and seating Sorme
Woodchop Arena Neutral (but awkwardly placed
on Junction St axis)
Judging Tower Woodchop Arena Instrusive
Hanging Rock Lookout Exceptional
Entries to Ben's Walk Considerable
Trees generally Considerable
Line of "Hill's” Figs Considerable

Ty
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The Federation Pavilion (original)

The Federation Pavilion (laters alts, addits.)
Victorian Masonry Gate and Toilet
Victorian Fountain (Monaghan's Memorial)
Poultry Pavilion

Changerooms (Warriors)

Female Toilet

Caretaker's House

Dog Club

Nowra Croquet Club and Green

Fibro Commentary Box south side of oval

Precinct 2 - “Added Area”
Item
Playing field configuration

Community Youth Centre
Disused netball courts
Moveable platform

Trees generally

Exceptional
Neutral
Considerable
Considerable
Intrusive
Intrusive
Little

Some
Neutral

Little

Intrusive

Significance

Some

Intrusive

Intrusive

Intrusive

Considerable

JANUARY 2003
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CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

IMPLICATIONS OF HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

In order to formulate conservation policies and an implementation strategy for the Nowra
Showground, it is necessary to take into account a number of factors and constraints raised in this
section of the document.

As noted in Section 7.0 in the Summary Statement of Significance, the Nowra Showground has
been identified as having Local historic, aesthetic and social significance. The showground site as
well as individual items within the showground curtilage have been identified in the SHI database
established in the Shoalhaven City Council Heritage Study as items of Local and Regional
significance. Any unsympathetic works to the buildings or aspects of the site considered of
heritage value (see section 7.0) will be detrimental to the significance of the place. Additional
development at the site should be carefully considered in terms of its impact on the significant
fabric of the place and the landscaping.

Future works should maintain the integrity of the showground and buildings and landscaping
contained within the curtilage as well as the integrity of their context.

HERITAGE LISTINGS
The Nowra Showground has the following statutory and non-statutory heritage status:
AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

The Australian Heritage Commission is a Commonwealth authority which compiles and
maintains the Register of the National Estate, an inventory of places of significance in Australia.
The basis for the assessment of significance is the methodology and terminology of the Burra
Charter.

While inclusion on the Register of the National Estate imposes obligations on Federal
Government bodies and federally funded projects, there is no obligation on State Governments.
The inclusion of a place on the Register of the National Estate however, draws the attention of
heritage authorities to its significance.

The Nowra Soldiers Memorial (Inter-War Castellated Gateway) is listed as an Indicative Place
which means it is in the process of assessment. This listing is contained in the Appendices.

8.2.2 THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA

EermmeRe s
OTTO CSERHALMI & PARTNERS P/L

The National Trust of Australia is a non-government community organisation dedicated to the
conservation of Australia's heritage. Although the body has no statutory power, it has a strong
influence on community support, particularly in regard to the possible threat to structure or
place from insensitive development or the destruction of items of cultural and heritage
significance.

There are no items listed for the Nowra Showground.
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NSW HERITAGE OFFICE: STATE HERITAGE INVENTORY

The State Heritage Inventory is a database of statutory listed heritage items in NSW protected
by LEPs, REPs or by the State Heritage Register.

The following are items included on SHI sheets but not as yet available on the electronic
Heritage Office database. At the time of writing these items were not yet included in Schedule

7 of the Local Environmental Plan 1985,

Nowra Showground and Sports Complex

Local significance

Federation Brick Pavilion : - Local significance
Victorian Masonry Gate & Toilet - Local significance
Inter-War Castellated Gateway & Sculpture - Regional significance
Victorian Memorial Cast lron Fountain - Local significance
Hanging Rock Lookout - Local significance
Ben's Walk & Aboriginal Art Sites - Local significance

SHOALHAVEN CITY COUNCIL HERITAGE STUDY 1995-1998

The Shoalhaven City Council Heritage Study prepared 1995-1998 identified the Nowra
Showground and the same individual items identified in the SHI sheets as being of heritage
significance. The same level of significance was attributed to these items.

This study makes recommendations about how its findings may be integrated in to the current
Council regulations for the protection of cultural heritage in Shoalhaven City Council.

A recommendation was made that the Local Environmental Plan 1985 which contains
conservation clauses (Clause 31) be updated. This would mean that Heritage Schedule 7 of the
LEP be amended to include new items identified as “Listings” and further investigation and
consideration of items identified as “Provisional Listings”. All items from the SHI sheets are
“Listings" and should be included in this amendment. All owners of items listed in Schedule 7
require the consent of Council prior to any changes being undertaken.

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS” REGISTER OF SIGNIFICANT TWENTIETH
CENTURY ARCHITECTURE

Both the Federation Pavilion and the War Memorial Gates are listed on this register.
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8.5 REQUIREMENTS OF THE TRUSTEE (SHOALHAVEN CITY COUNCIL)

The Shoalhaven City Council as Trustee of the land which has partial responsibility for maintenance
of Nowra Showground has identified the need to:

° Continue the usage of the site as the venue for the Nowra Annual Show and for other
sporting and community activities and events

° Maintain the grounds and setting of the showground

° Conserve a site of heritage significance

° Carry out both conservation and maintenance of this heritage asset in a cost effective manner.

° Use the main showground oval as an Emergency Assembly point for the city and surrounding
areas.

8.6 COMMUNITY AND USER REQUIREMENTS

At the time of writing there were at least |5 individual groups which are using the various facilities
at the showground. These groups range from sporting groups, such as the Nowra Warriors Rugby
Leauge Football Club, through to Show committees, such as the Nowra Show Society Ladies
Organising Committee and education groups such as the Shoalhaven Adult Education Group.

In the process of preparing this Conservation Management Plan each user group was asked if their
present requirements were adequately met by the current facilities at the showground and if
there were any plans for expansion which may require further land or facilities at the site. A
summary of the responses is given in this section.

Nowra Croquet Club

The club has been resident at the showground site since 1938. Presently croquet for learners
classes are held on two afternoons a week, and some of the thirty club members have their
access to the green restricted. When the present green lawn required maintenance it was out of
use for three months which caused much inconvenience. The club would benefit greatly with the
addition of a second green. The club has had discussions with Shoalhaven City Council about the
provision of a new green on the northern side of the Junction Street Gates. This area of land was
first promised to the club back in the 1930s. The club has also expressed a desire to use the
existing Caretaker's Cottage as a new clubhouse, to be leased from the Council at a minimal rent.

(Information from Maricn Bourne, President)

Wollongong Conservatorium of Music Ltd

This group has held Childhood Music Education classes at the Nowra Showground for the past 7
years and caters for children from | to 10 years old. Currently they hold around |5 one hour
classes per week. Two rooms are used concurrently, the Committee Room and Meeting Room |
at the Main Pavilion. The group's main concern is the secure storage of both instruments and
sound equipment within the showground pavilion. During the Nowra Show their metal cupboard
storage spaces need to be removed from the pavilion which means all their equipment has to

be moved temporarily back to Wollongong. A permanent secure storage area within the

showground would be of great benefit to the group.
(Information from Janet Andrews)
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Southermn Adult Education College

This group runs Dog Obedience classes on the “Added Area". The main problem they encounter
is the lack of a covered area when it is raining, which means that the lessons are called off. The
group has suggested that an external covered area could also be used for activites such as Tai Chi.
(Information from Marie Ryan, Co ordinator)

Nowra Cricket Club

Consists of the first and second grade teams who use the main oval turf wicket up to |2 times a
season. The junior teams use the “Added Area” nearly every weekend. The two top grade teams
presently use storage facilities within the Warriors Changerooms, but there are no showers
available. Showering facilities which the senior cricket teams could access would be appreciated.
(Information from Bob Mann, past Secretary)

Nowra Show Society Inc.

The Nowra Show Society represented by Jill Turnbull, Secretary has also put forward their own
list of priorities and they follow in order of priority:

» Disabled car parking arrangements should be ready for the 2003 Nowra Show which will be
held on 7 & 8 February.

* With the decommissioning of the Camellia Gardens some fencing material will become available
for use at the showground.

* The internal roads in the showground should be resurfaced and repaired prior to the 2003
show so as to avoid possible injury to the public.

* The deteriorated condition of some of the seating is a concem and presents a risk to the
public. They should be removed and replaced as soon as possible.

* The horse yards at the rear of the Publican’s Bar in Precinct 3 should be removed and grassed
over. Some of the other horse yards need to be replaced as some are considered unsafe.

* There should be a pedestrian walkway around the main oval which would provide access from
the disabled carpark to the Main Pavilion.
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9.0 COoONSERVATION PoLiciEs & AcCTIONS

This Conservation Management Plan aims to identify the cultural significance of Nowra
Showground. This document should be used a basis for decision making not only for the area
defined by the curtilage, but also for the surrounding context. The policies have been divided
into sections, starting with planning and management issues followed by broader issues relating
to the original setting, followed by more general policies regarding conservation and
maintenance worlks to the buildings and the landscape and then more specific policies for use
and future use of facilities at the showground.

This document is intended to be used in the preparation of any future planning for the area
originally encompassed by the Nowra Showground (Precincts |-3) as well as by consultants
planning or documenting future works to the showground and the curtilage. It should also be
used by consent authorities when assessing future development proposals within the
surrounding area.

This section contains conservation policies and actions aimed at ensuring future work will not
result in a loss of cultural significance of the place. The actions themselves are set out in italics
and are accompanied by a short explanation of the reasoning behind the action.

The conservation actions are set out as follows:

9.1  Conservation Management Plans Policy
This Conservation Management Plan
Methodology
Accessing the CMP
Review

9.2  Conservation Planning Policy
Continuity of Approach
Planning Instruments
Maintaining Records

9.3 Site Management Policy
Site Management
Site Access

9.4  Community & User Group Policy
Community Access
Ongoing Use
Current User Group Requirements

9.5 Conservation of the Setting Policy
The Curtilage
Views
Approach Routes & Entries
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9.6  Cultural Landscape Policy
Vernacular Landscapes
Continuity of Use

9.7 Treatment of the Fabric Policy
Building Conservation
Landscape Conservation
Building Maintenance
Landscape Maintenance

9.8  Future Use Policy
Generally
Range of Possible Uses

9.9 New Works Policy
New Buildings
Services
Vehicular Access and Parking

9.10 Interpretation and Signage Policy

9.11  Archaeology Policy
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CoNSERVATION PLANNING PoLiCY

CONTINUITY OF APPROACH

Incremental change over time can result in the loss of cultural significance of a heritage item.
The management of the heritage assets should include mechanisms for the management of
change to that asset. The detailed conservation policies set out how current conservation

methodology and practice should best be applied to this site and its individual components.

It is essential that there is a continuity of approach. Works should not be undertaken on an ad
hoc basis to a site of heritage significance such as this. An assessment of the impact of any
intervention on the significant fabric and landscape needs to be made. Ideally one person
should be responsible for co-ordinating all works to the buildings. This allows for a detailed
knowledge regarding the fabric to be developed. Becoming familiar with the significant fabric of
a building is beneficial when it comes to assessing the impact of a proposal.

In the past some work within the Nowra Showground has been undertaken without an
understanding of the significance of the fabric, or of the place as a whole. Conservation
methodology and practice has changed considerably since the 1970s and the policies contained
within this Conservation Management Plan reflect that.

Ideally one officer with an understanding of conservation methodology and practice should be
responsible for co-ordination of all works to the place, including all landscaping and site works as
well as the installation of new services.

Action 9.2.1

Ensure continuity of approach to works at Nowra Showground, to manage
incremental change and to prevent the gradual loss of the character of the
place as a whole.

Action 9.2.2

Ensure all works to the place are co-ordinated by an officer with a thorough
understanding of current conservation methodology and practice. This should
also include a working knowledge of landscape maintenance.

PLANNING INSTRUMENTS

This Conservation Management Plan, and its detailed policies, should be consulted when
preparing new, or amending existing planning instruments, masterplans etc. that have the
potential to impact on the Nowra Showground and its setting. These planning instruments,
whether they be at a state, regional or local level, should recognise the cultural significance of the
site as a whole, including the three precincts, their individual built elements and their
landscaping.
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9.4 CoMMUNITY AND User Grour PolLicy

CoMMUNITY AcCcCESss

Community access to the showground site has long been established practice for sporting,
social and other community groups who use the facilities. Other casual users include
those visiting Hanging Rock Lookout and Ben's Wall.

Action 9.4.1

Ensure that the place remains accessible to the community and visitors for both
active and passive use.

ONGOING UsE

Continued use of the facilities at Nowra Showground by user groups and other members of the
community helps ensure that the grounds and buildings are maintained. Buildings and facilities that
are unused or under utilised inevtably suffer from disrepair.

Action 9.4.2
Ensure that the Nowra Showground buildings and facilities are continued to be
used by various sporting and community groups and other members of the public.

CURRENT USER GROUP REQUIREMENTS

The present needs and future requirements of the current user groups of the Nowra Showground
are addressed in Section 8.0 Constraints and Opportunities. All user groups of the Nowra
Showground were contacted and asked if the existing facilities at the showground met their
present needs and to determine any present and future needs they may have in regard to expansion
or improvement of the facilities they use at the showground.

The following user groups responded:
*Nowra Croguet Club Inc.
*Wollongong Conservatorium of Music Ltd
*Southern Adult Education College
*Nowra Cricket Club
*Nowra Poultry Club
*Sholhaven Historic Vehicle Club
*Nowra Show Society Inc.

The responses of these user groups are set out in section 8.6 of the Constraints and Opportunities
section of this document,
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9.5 CONSERVATION OF SETTING PolLicy
THe CURTILAGE

The existing curtilage of Nowra Showground is defined by the chainwire fences to the north, east
and south and by the Weldmesh fence and the top of the river escarpment to the west. On the
west, visually the site merges with the bushland beyond the Weldmesh fence and the gravel road
at the top of the escarpment. At Hanging Rock Lookout the curtilage of the showground
extends right to the edge of the precipice. On the east the grass in Precinct 2 runs to the
chainwire fence and continues through as the nature strip at the road edge.

Any new works or landscaping should consider the existing bushland setting to the west and not
restrict the views from these areas. On the north, south, and east the existing chainwire fence,
although forbidding, allows the grass to flow through to the streets and West Street Oval and
allows views in and out of the site. This visual integration should be retained. The treatment at
the boundaries of the curtilage should not be physical, but should allow the landscape to flow into
the surrounding areas. The existing safety fencing at Hanging Rock Lookout is domestic in scale and
detracts from the native vegetation behind. Sections of other areas of fencing are in a poor
condition and should be replaced with new fencing. The existing fencing between the main
showground and the “Added Area" is unsightly and should be removed.

Action 9.5.1
Ensure boundary treatment of the site gives consideration to visual integration
with the landscape including the retention of views and vistas.

Action 9.5.2

Implement a consistent fence treatment to identify and protect the site curtilage.
Replace the existing fencing at Hanging Rock Lookout with a fence more
compatible with the bush setting. Existing chainwire fencing to the site is unsightly
and should be replaced with a more suitable design. Remove the existing fencing
between the “Added Area” and the main showground precinct.

The existing bushland character of the site both within and on the western edge of the showground
contributes to the aesthetic significance of the place. Any development or landscaping within or
without the site on this boundary should not deplete the essential bushland character of this edge
of the site. Existing pole mounted electricity wires on the western boundary of the showground
detract from the bushland setting.

Action 9.5.3

Retain the bushland character of the western side of the showground by
conserving the existing trees and vegetation Do not obscure the bush setting
from the showground by new development or landscaping. Ideally the electricity
wires at the western edge of the site should be removed or placed underground.
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Action 9.6.1
Ensure that future planning, adaptation, expansion of facilities and site
management recognise the significance of the site as a cultural landscape.

Action 9.6.2

Ensure the retention of individual elements including landform, planting,
vegetation, buildings and fences which contribute to the character of the
place as a cultural landscape. This may require replacement of items to
retain the whole, eg. the timber fences in the Horse and Cattle Area (Precinct

3).

Action 9.6.3
Retain evidence of all phases of development of the site without unwarranted
emphasis on any one aspect or stage of its development.

CoNTINUITY OF UseE

The long term use of the site should aim to conserve both the vegetation systems and the
significant buildings. The long term use should continue the agricultural, horticuftural, sporting
and communal recreation use of the site. If future changes in community activities and social
pressures require a move away from traditional activities at the showground then this
Conservation Management Plan will need to be reviewed in light of these changes.

The continuity of use of the buildings and open spaces for the purpose for which they were
originally intended also aids in the conservation of significant fabric ( see also Ongoing Use in
Section 94). The traditional pattern of use of the complex should continue. Non traditional
uses (eg. the use of the site for motor sports, where to be accormmodated significant changes
would need to be made) should be limited in scale and should support long term conservation
and traditional use. Broadly therefore the site will continue to be used as a showground, with all
the sporting and communal uses associated with it.

The aim of the conservation works is to conserve the site as a cultural landscape rather than as a
collection of individual buildings. The places integrity and authenticity is a vital element of its
character. The particular characteristic of the cultural landscape is a historic vernacular landscape,
with evidence of continuity of use of both the buildings and the landscape. In addition to the
conservation of the fabric evidence of the pattern of use of the site are also of significance and
should be retained. To achieve this balance between the continuation of agricultural and
horticultural use patterns and the stabilisation of the extant fabric needs to be established. This
balance between continued use and conservation of the fabric can also allow for the adaptive
reuse of areas of lesser significance.

Action 9.6.4
Continue the use of the site as a showground/sporting [social complex.
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Action 9.7.7

Continue to carefully stockpile any existing heritage fabric removed from the
structure and appropriate for future reuse. Protect from the elements,
termite attack and ground moisture, salts and theft.

Action 9.7.8

In the long term, remove intrusive elements which detract from the heritage
significance of the place (refer Section 7.5 Gradings of Significance) and if
required replace with a less intrusive design of more suitable location.

LANDsScAPE CONSERVATION

All major trees on the showground site are considered to be of aesthetic significance and should
be conserved. Some of the trees such as the line of fig trees ( Ficus macrocarpa var. "Hilli" ) south
of the Federation Pavilion planted as a memorial to First World War soldiers have added
historical significance. These trees which have been planted for commemorative reasons should
be retained and if possible interpreted with labels. Adjacent  seating and carparking

around these trees is putting them in danger of being damaged. A survey of all major trees and an
assessment of their condition was carried out in 1996 (Nowra ShowgroundTree Survey and Analysis)
and is included within the Appendices at the rear of this document. This document should be
updated regularly.

Significant plantings should be replaced with the same species in the same location if they die.
Plants ideally should be propagated from the parent material.

All significant trees on the site should be inspected regularly by an arborist skilled in the assessment
of cultural planting and measures taken to control any decline in health due to the entry of pests
and diseases through cavities and breakages.

Trees should be conserved by ongoing arboricultural management by qualified arborists or tree
surgeons under the direction of a heritage landscape architect or horticulturist. Remove trees
only if dangerous or disease affected and before removing any tree seek approvals required by
local council tree preservation orders and any other heritage listing. Protect trees and their
roots above and below ground. Do not excavate ground within the dripline, i.e. that area below
the outer canopy of the foliage. Do not store materials, park cars or pour liquids near trees.
Topsoil should not be removed from around the base of trees and roots exceeding 50mm in
diameter should not be cut. If it is required that tree roots are to be cut seek expert advice and
use methods which do not disturb other existing tree roots. It is inadvisable to place soil around
the base of existing trees or against their bark as it will cut off oxygen and nutrients to the roots
and expose the bark to rot. Do not compact ground around existing trees. This can lead to
depletion of oxygen and nutrients and subsequent death of the trees. If compaction occurs soil
must be aerated by coring, slicing or fracturing with compressed air.
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