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“Our Living Culture - Past, Present and Future”
Wednesday 24th – Friday 26th August 2016

Twin Towns Clubs & Resorts

Tweed Heads NSW

Djununu wudja yang giwani jingiwalla – Welcome, where do you come from?

28th Annual NSW Local Government Aboriginal Network Conference 2016

Registrations are now OPEN

Go to the Events page at www.lgnsw.org.au 

L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
A b o r i g i n a l  N e t w o r k  
C o n f e r e n c e2016
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Wednesday 24 August
Cultural Tour 9.30am to 4.00pm 

Evening Welcome Function 4.00pm to 6.00pm  

Minjungbal Museum and Cultural Centre

Thursday 25 August
Conference Day 1 - 9.00am to 3.30pm

LGAN Conference Dinner and Awards  

Twin Towns Clubs Showroom

Friday 26 August
Conference Day 2  - 9.00am to 4.00pm 

(includes Indigenous Constitutional

Recognition Forum 1.00pm to 3.00pm)

Conference Overview
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Cr Rod Towney - President of the NSW Aboriginal Local 
Government Network

The NSW Local Government Aboriginal Network has been 

operating since 1988. The conference provides information 

exchange and acts as a forum for discussion on Local 

Government issues relating to Aboriginal communities, business 

and the wider community. 

The aim of the conference is to provide an exciting and 

interesting forum for enhancing the profile of Aboriginal 

communities, their skills and culture and discussion on current 

issues such as employment strategies, enterprise and cultural 

development and policies.

The conference has grown since being established in 1988, I wish to pay my respects to late Cr Pat Dixon 

who was instrumental in getting this forum established, she was an inspiring woman. 

The theme for this year’s Conference is “Our Living Culture – Past, Present and Future”.

On behalf of the Executive Committee we wish to thank Tweed Shire Council for all their hard work in 

getting the conference together, this year the conference is going to be very informative  with the following 

presentations;

•	 A  panel for Constitutional recognition of Aboriginal Australians, representatives on the panel 		

	 will consist of high profile Aboriginal and non- Aboriginal leaders

	

Sessions on: 

•	 Aboriginal culture and heritage

•	 Local government policies and procedures for Aboriginal communities and organisations

•	 Keynote Address from The Hon. Leslie Williams, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs

•	 Social and relevant issues for Aboriginal communities

•	 Question and Answer panel on Aboriginal people running for Local Government

We look forward to seeing you in Tweed Heads for this important conference. 

NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT ABORIGINAL NETWORK
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Wednesday, 24 August 2016 -  Day 1 Proudly Sponsored By 
8.30am - 9.00am Registration and Reception - Twin Towns Clubs and Resorts - Visions Room

9.00am - 9.15am Introduction and welcome - Cr. Rod Towney LGAN Executive

9.30am Board Buses for Cultural tour

10.00am

Arrive ½ Delegates Tweed Regional Museum                                                              
Breastplate Exhibition and Morning Tea
Arrive ½ Delegates Tweed Regional Gallery and MOAC
Aboriginal Art Exhibition and Morning Tea

11.00am

Arrive ½ Delegates Tweed Regional Museum
Aboriginal Breastplate Exhibition and Morning Tea
Arrive ½ Delegates Tweed Regional Gallery and MOAC
Aboriginal Art Exhibition and Morning Tea

12.00pm Board Buses to continue Cultural Tours

12.30pm
Arrive at Crams Farm, Doon Doon
Aboriginal significance of the site and Cultural Landscape – Kyle Slabb                                               

12.45pm Break - Lunch – Crams Farm, Doon Doon 

1.30pm - 2.30pm Aboriginal Staff Meeting - Onsite

3.00pm Depart for Minjungbal Aboriginal Museum and Cultural Centre

3.45pm Arrive Minjungbal Aboriginal Museum and Cultural Centre

4.00pm - 6.00pm Tweed Aboriginal Community and Mayoral Welcome

Day 1 Close

The conference program

Gold Sponsor
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8.30am - 9.00am Registration

9:00am - 10:00am
Presentation - Cultural Landscape Mapping
Ian Fox, Des Williams and Marcus Furguson 

10.00am - 10.30am Break - Morning Tea

10.30am - 11.00am
Presentation - Tweed Aboriginal Advisory Committee                                                           
Leweena Williams, Desrae Rotumah, Jackie McDonald and Joyce Summers

11.00am - 12.00pm Presentation - Micah Projects - Karyn Walsh

12.00pm - 1.00pm Lunch

1.00pm - 2.00pm
Presentation - Who we are – The importance of Cultural Expression - 
Rhoda Roberts

2:00pm - 2:30pm Break - Afternoon Tea

2.30pm - 3.30pm
Presentation - Aboriginal Employment Strategies for Local Government-
Bridget Garay

2.30pm - 3.30pm
Presentation - Elsa Dixon Aboriginal Employment Program - Michelle Shipp 
and Neil Davies

3.30pm Conference Day 2 Close

6:30pm to 11:00pm LGAN Conference Dinner and Awards - Twin Towns Clubs and Resorts - Showroom

8.30am - 9.00am Registration

9:00am - 9.45am Presentation - Fighting Climate Change - Amelia Telford

9.45am - 10.30am
Presentation - Q&A Panel session - Running for Local Government Elections - 
LGAN Executive

10.30am - 11.00am Break - Morning Tea

11.00am -11.30am Key Note Address - Minister for Aboriginal Affairs - The Hon. Leslie Williams

11:30am to 12:00pm Resolutions and discussion from staff meeting - LGAN Executive

12:00pm to 1:00pm Break - Lunch

1.00pm - 3.00pm Conference forum – Indigenous Constitutional Recognition

3.00pm - 3.30pm Announcement of 2018 Conference Hosts – Conference Handover

3.30pm pm to 4.00pm Closing Ceremonies

Friday, 26 August 2016 - Day 3 Proudly Sponsored By 
NSW Health - Aboriginal Environment Health Unit

Thursday, 25 August 2016 - Day 2 Proudly Sponsored by
Gold Sponsor

Gold Sponsor
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K a r y n  Wa l s h
Karyn Walsh is the CEO of Micah Projects, a not for profit organisation in 
Brisbane. Micah Projects is committed to social justice through 
service provision and advocacy to improve the lives of disadvantaged 
and marginalised people, including people who are homeless. Over the 
past 20 years the organisation has been actively involved in change 
process in our service provision and in advocacy for investment toward 
more effective policy and programs which can end homelessness 
with individuals and families rather than constantly managing their 
homelessness - resulting in years of living on the streets, in overcrowding 
situations, in cars and transitional housing. As an organisation we are 
committed to integrated services which provide individuals and families 

with resources, services and opportunities to have a home, connection with their families and a quality of 
life.  Karyn is a Founding Member and active in the Australian Common Ground Alliance. She is a Director of 
the Australian Alliance to End Homelessness. Karyn served as President of the Queensland Council of Social 
Services for 7 years and was a Board Member of Australian Council of Social Services. Karyn has worked in the 
not for profit sector and homelessness for 35 years. 

R h o d a  R o b e rt s
Rhoda Roberts is a significant force on the Australian arts scene. She is 
an experienced, motivated and versatile arts executive, with a diverse 
range of international and national industry practice within commercial, 
community and non-profit organisations. As an actor/producer and 
director, she works as a consultant and is a sought-after speaker 
and performer in theatre, film, television and radio. Rhoda recently 
completed 21 years as a radio broadcaster with the National Music 
program Deadly Sounds. 

She is currently Head of Indigenous Programming, Sydney Opera House, Creative Director, Rhoda Roberts 
Gallery & Events, and Festival Director, Boomerang Festival. Rhoda is a member of the Bundjalung nation, 
Widjabul clan of Northern NSW and South East QLD and a sought-after speaker.

our presenters
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B r i d g e t  G a r a y
Bridget Garay is a Torres Strait Islander woman who has family 
connections to Mer (Murray Island). She is highly motivated and has 
previously lead a busy life as a business trainer and leadership coach. 
Bridget has worked with Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander communities 
across Australia with a particular emphasis on micro business and 
community enterprise.

Bridget has extensive experience in the Arts industry spanning 16 years 
and is well respected as an arts worker. This is complemented by her 

highly developed facilitation, community engagement and leadership skills.
 
Through her passion and commitment to building cultural, creative and economic capacity she has assisted 
many Indigenous Communities on a local, national and international level. She believes that both individuals 
and communities should have access to knowledge that creates pathways to empowerment. She also loves to 
play her conga drums and creating mosaic masterpieces.

T h e  H o n .  L e s l i e  W i l l i a m s
Lake Cathie resident Leslie Williams was elected to the position of the 
Member for Port Macquarie in March 2011.

Leslie, along with her husband Don and two children have been residents 
of the Hastings since 1996, where they were small business owners and 
licensees of the Lake Cathie Post Office. Previously Leslie was a nurse and 
a teacher as well as spending some time as the former CEO of the Sudden 
Infant Death Association in the Northern Territory.

Despite a busy schedule representing our community in State Parliament, 
Leslie continues to be actively involved in many community organisations 
as a current member of Rotary, the Hastings Business Women's Network, Port 

Macquarie Suicide Prevention Network, the Camden Haven Chamber of Commerce, the Hastings Cancer Trust, 
North Coast Amateur Swimming Club, the Laurieton Swimming Club, Special Olympics Mid North Coast, Lake 
Cathie Football Club and was a founding member of the Hastings Men's Shed.

In May 2014, Leslie was promoted to the role of Parliamentary Secretary for Renewable Energy, following the 
appointment of Premier Mike Baird’s new Cabinet.

Following the March 2015 State election, Leslie was promoted to Cabinet as the Minister for Early Childhood 
Education, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Assistant Minister for Education. 

Leslie also convenes the Parliamentary Friends of Dementia Group, is a Committee Member of the Mid 
North Coast Chapter of Bravehearts and has been a Mid North Coast Ambassador for the Cancer Council’s 
Australia's Biggest Morning Tea.
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C u l t u r a l  T o u r  -  W e d n e s d a y  2 4  A u g u s t
Our Aboriginal oral tradition tells a story of ‘Three Brothers’ who came to this land and its people in the ‘Dreaming’, 
gave the lore, and formed the nucleus of tribes with whom today’s traditional custodian descendants identify.

Visitors to the NSW Local Government Aboriginal Network Conference will have the opportunity to experience a unique 
cultural tour of The World Heritage Park, Wollumbin National Park recognised as part of the Gondwana Rainforest of 
Australia which is rich in flora and fauna and a must see for any visit to the Tweed. 

Wollumbin is a significant cultural site to the Local Aboriginal community and surrounding language groups which has 
a powerful energy and status. Delegates will hear and see the stories associated with the Mountain in a culturally safe 
environment.

Delegates also have the opportunity to visit both the Tweed Regional Gallery and the Tweed Regional Museum on the 
first day of the conference for an introduction to the exhibitions scheduled to coincide with the conference.

The day will culminate with the Aboriginal Community welcome and Mayoral welcome at Minjungbal Aboriginal 
Museum and Cultural Centre at Tweed Heads South.

The tour will depart by coach from the Twin Towns Club (the conference venue) at 9.30am and return at 4.00pm in time 
for the Welcome Reception. The tour includes morning tea and lunch. Dress is smart casual. 

W e l c o m e  F u n c t i o n
Date – Wednesday 24th August, 2016

Time – 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Venue - Minjungbal Museum and Cultural Centre

Drinks and nibbles are included in the function. Dinner afterwards is by own arrangements. Dress is smart casual.

One ticket is included in a full conference registration. Additional tickets may be purchased for accompanying 

guests at $55.00 per person. 

C o n f e r e n c e  D i n n e r  a n d  A w a r d s
Date – Thursday 25th August, 2016

Time – 6.30pm – 11.00pm

Venue - Twin Towns Clubs and Resorts

The function includes a three course dinner, entertainment and presentation of Awards.  
Pre-dinner drinks are included however it is ‘ pay own’ after that. Dress for the Conference Dinner is smart casual.
One Conference Dinner ticket is included in a full conference registration. Additional tickets may be purchased 
for accompanying guests at $110.00 per person. 

FUNCTIONS AND TOURS
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M a n t r a  T w i n  T o w n s
Mantra Twin Towns forms part of the Twin Towns Resort (the conference venue) and 
is the ideal place to stay for the conference. The following lists the options and rates 
available. Please use the accommodation booking form on the conference web 
page or contact Mantra on the numbers below. 

H o t e l  R o o m s 
 

* Hotel Rooms contain a kitchenette, ensuite and include complimentary buffet breakfast 

 
1 – 2 Nightly Rate and 3+ Nights Rate 
Hotel Room (1 Queen/King Bed) $179.00 per night (1 to 2 night stay) 
$169.00 (3+ nights)

Hotel Deluxe Twin Room (Two Queen Beds) $199.00 per night 
(1 to 2 night stay) $189.00 (3+ nights)

Hotel King Suite (One King Bed) $199.00 per night (1 to 2 night stay) 
$189.00 (3+ nights)

 

Signatures Restaurant Breakfast vouchers are issued on arrival. They are included as complimentary within the Hotel Room Rate and have no cash value. Room 

rates above are based on up to 2 people. Up to 4 guests can be accommodated in Deluxe Hotel Rooms using existing bedding. Additional guests in Deluxe 

Hotel Rooms incur an extra person cost. Extra person cost: $35 per person/per night, inclusive of breakfast. Children under 2 years old are free of charge. 
 

F u l ly  S e l f  C o n t a i n e d  A p a rt m e n t s 
 
*All apartments are fully self-contained. Breakfast is not included 

 
1 – 2 Nightly Rate and 3+ Nights Rate 
1 Bedroom (up to 2 persons) $179.00 per night (1 to 2 night stay) 
$169.00 (3+ nights)

2 Bedroom (up to 4 persons) $249.00 per night (1 to 2 night stay) 
$239.00 (3+ nights)
 
Apartment rates above are based on the specified number of persons in each room type. An 

additional person can be accommodated in each type using existing bedding only. Additional 

guest in Apartments will incur an extra person cost. Extra person cost: $35.00 per person/per 

night. Children under 2 years old are free of charge. Beds can be split at an additional cost of $25.00. Please enquire with Reservations. Two Bedroom Dual Key 

Apartments are also available, and consists of two interconnecting rooms; a One Bedroom Apartment interconnecting with a Hotel Room. Apartment Rates do 

not include breakfast but they can be purchased at extra cost during your stay. Signatures Restaurant Breakfast vouchers are available and can be purchased 

in advance at $20 per person or $26.90 per direct to the restaurant. Apartments are un-serviced.

 
Mantra Twin Towns Resort
Group Reservations
P - 1300 987 604
E - twintowns.conf@mantra.com.au 

To book accommodation use the accommodation booking form located on the web site or alternatively call or email Mantra Group 
Reservations on the number/address above and mention you are with the LGAN Conference.  

ACCOMMODATION
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Delegate Registration - $780 (includes full conference 
package as detailed below)

The Full conference package includes:

Wednesday Cultural Tour

Wednesday Welcome Function

Conference Days Thursday and Friday

Thursday Conference Dinner & Awards

Friday Constitutional Recognition Forum

Earlybird discount – a $100 early bird discount applies to registrations received and 

paid by July 15, 2016, reducing the registration fee to $680

Day Registration - $480
Day registrations will be accepted for either the Wednesday, Thursday or Friday of the 

conference at a cost of $480. This fee does not include evening functions however these 

may be purchased at the nominated rates. 

ADDITIONAL FUNCTION TICKETS FOR DAY DELEGATES, 
PARTNERS or GUESTS

Welcome Function Dinner - $55.00

Conference Dinner $110.00

Registrations and Bookings can be made online at the Events page at 
www.lgnsw.org.au or email bradley@ccem.com.au for the registration link.

General Enquiries
Countrywide Conference Management
Bradley or Kerryn Hayden
0412 461 392
bradley@ccem.com.au

Cancellation Policy 

A full refund, less a $110 cancellation fee, will be made on any cancellations received in 

writing by Friday 22 July 2016. No refunds will be issued for any registration cancellations 

made after 22 July 2016, although substitutions of delegates will be accepted. Any 

refunds owing will be not be paid until the conclusion of the conference and will be via 

EFT only.
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