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Introduction 
 
 

Background 
 
Public land provides the community with a variety of facilities and spaces, including 

local and regional parks, showgrounds, community halls, picnic areas, natural 

bushland, caravan parks and camping grounds.  The system has developed since the 

1850s in recognition of the basic needs of all members of our community to access 

open spaces for physical, emotional, and spiritual development and well-being. 

 

Some public land is State owned and is managed by the New South Wales 

Government (e.g., Crown land managed by Department (Dept) of Lands or National 

Park managed by Dept of Environment and Conservation [NPWS]).  However, there 

are also large areas of State-owned Crown land that are managed by local councils, 

either as reserve trust manager appointed under the Crown Lands Act 1989, or 

because the land has devolved to them under section 48 of the Local Government Act 

1993.  Another type of public land is actually owned by councils and may be managed 

as community land or operational land under the Local Government Act 1993. 

 

The Nowra Showground is on public land on the western edge of the township of 

Nowra in the City of Shoalhaven (see Figure 1). The Showground is a mixture of 

Council owned community land and Crown land, for which Shoalhaven City (Council) 

is trust manager.   

 

Nowra is the largest of the Shoalhaven’s four showgrounds.  It is located on high 

ground overlooking the Shoalhaven River with views to the Cambewarra Range in the 

north and west, and across the floodplain to Coolangatta Mountain in the east.  The 

Showground has a range of significant buildings and other facilities, including several 

with important heritage values.  

 

The Nowra Showground is an important public space used by many people, both 

Shoalhaven residents and visitors, with flow-on social and commercial benefits to the 

local community.  This multi-functional site, a major recreational centre in Nowra, is of 

high social value for past and present generations and a reminder of the enterprise of 
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volunteer labour in providing facilities for the district. It contains a number of built 

structures which reflect changing community needs and interests in the district. 

 

Nowra is the largest town in the City of Shoalhaven.  It is the main commercial and 

administrative centre of the city and lies immediately to the south of the Shoalhaven 

River, approximately 160 kilometres south of Sydney.  

 
The Nowra Showground is on the western edge of the main town street grid, near the 

highest point in town.  The site offers spectacular views over the river to the north and 

west with parallel views of the town and coastal land to the east.   

 

The Showground forms part of a corridor of public land that extends along the 

Shoalhaven River and the lower section of Nowra Creek.  This open space is within 

walking distance of the old centre of town and forms and important passive recreation 

area, as well as providing for various active recreational pursuits and sports.   

 

Purpose of the Master Plan   

 

The Master Plan (MP) will provide information to community regarding the Nowra 

Showground – it’s past, current works and works in the future.  This MP is informed by 

extensive internal and external consultation with community (please see Appendix 1 – 

Consultation Report).  The integrated approach considers the needs of all regular user 

groups, as well as the wider community and tourists that visit the reserve.  It is 

anticipated that the needs of all user groups will be met and, subsequently, well 

managed.   

 

This Master Plan identifies works that have recently been completed and proposed 

works for the future.  All of the proposed works within the Master Plan provides direction 

for the Asset Custodian to request Council funding and apply for grants for various 

precincts.  Prior to delivery of any works identified in the MP, Council staff will undertake 

Community consultation, concept design, and Council endorsement. Although the items 

have been identified in the MP, a necessary process of further site investigation will 

further inform the concept design in line with Community needs at the time.  
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Figure 1. Master Plan 

Please note, all plans referenced are available in full size in Appendix 1.  
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Existing site plan 

 

 
Figure 2. Existing Site Plan 

 

The existing Site Plan (Figure 2 above) provides an overview of the existing site, 

inclusive of the road network, sporting fields, croquet court, buildings, parking areas and 

natural features.  Further information regarding landscape and built elements is 

available in Proposed Use Plan section.  

 

Landscape and trees 
 
In most areas there are substantial groves of trees.  The Showground provides an 

exceptional opportunity for retaining a large number of trees, including some very 

large trees in an urban setting.  There are over 400 trees at the Showground.   

 

Trees at the Nowra Showground are significant due to their outstanding aesthetic 

quality, size / age, provision of shade, contribution to the townscape, association with 

the local people, and historical associations (commemorative trees).  
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Figure 3 below shows the distribution of existing trees at the Showground.  In addition 

to the value of individual trees, some group plantings have been identified as 

significant to the overall settings.  An example of this is the fig trees around the main 

show ring to the south of the Pavilion and to the east of the Added Area sports field.  

At least two of these trees were ceremonially planted during the Empire Day 

celebrations in 1906 and 1912.  There is also an anecdotal report that some were 

planted as memorials to soldiers who served in the First World War (letter from 

Shoalhaven Historical Society to Nowra Croquet Club on 9 December 2004).   

 

Around the Cattle Judging Ring coral trees were introduced and provide shade, a 

distinctive character to the area, and they are reported to have been planted in 1939.  

They are of heritage significance because they are representative of a historic period 

of planting.  Coral trees are significant to the area as typical rural plantings to shade 

cattle.  They are purposeful for shade and aesthetics and an important feature of rural 

life for both residents and visitors.   

 
 Figure 3. Distribution of existing trees 
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Showground management process 
 
The Nowra Showground consists of both Council owned community land and Crown 

Land.  Council is responsible for routine maintenance and the grounds are upkept by 

the Groundskeeper.  This is a full-time position with the responsibility of upkeeping the 

site, providing surveillance, and working with Community and stakeholders to ensure 

the site is well maintained and running properly.   

 

Council works with the Nowra Show Society, other site stakeholders, and Community 

to ensure development and upkeep that preserves its heritage character, meets 

current and anticipated Community needs.  In particular, the Nowra Show Society is 

an important consultative body Council is continually collaborating with for various 

aspects of project concept / detail designs and delivery of works and programs.  

 

This form of management allows for the facilities to be managed to their full potential 

and gives the local Community opportunities for developing skills, local ownership, 

and pride in achievement it is also cost effective for Council. Perhaps more 

importantly, this form of management greatly values the voluntary efforts of the 

Community minded citizens who contribute their time and energy in managing and 

maintaining the facilities.   
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Plans 
Heritage significance  

 
Figure 4. Heritage significance plan 

 
A detailed heritage report is available in the Conservation Management Plan Nowra 

Showground written by Otto Scherhalmi & Partners in 2003. This report has in depth 

information of the site and provides further guidance to Council and Community for 

conserving the site’s heritage.   

 

Section 7.5 within the Conservation Management Plan – Nowra Showground 

recommends procedures regarding various elements and items of the showground that 

represent heritage.  These items have been assessed and graded for the purpose of 

enabling decisions on the future conservation and development of the place. The 

grading categories are defined as follows; Exceptional; considerable; some; little; 

intrusive; and neutral.  
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Circulation plan  

 
Figure 5. Circulation plan 
 
The Circulation Plan is a proposal of the arterial and sub-arterial roadways within the 

Showground.  The plan above indicated primary and secondary (controlled) vehicle 

routs, parking areas (formal and informal), pedestrian and cycle loop, and pedestrian 

thoroughfares (2.1m minimum width).  The light green line denotes a circuitous path 

around majority of the Showground which provides users the opportunity for safe and 

accessible fitness.   

 

Below is a list of notes further explaining the areas indicated in the plan above.  

 

A. Plunkett Street entry will have controlled vehicle access and parking.  This area 

will also have a pedestrian link to the West Street Oval.   

B. Controlled vehicle access for maintenance and agricultural use.  

C. Worrigee Street – upgraded site entry.   

D. New pedestrian entry to oval – will also provide service vehicle entry and 

additional car parking opportunities.  
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E. Stair connections between multipurpose courts and oval.  Further accessible 

features to be reviewed upon detail design.  

F. Oval loop path – accessible path for all users.  Connects to northern and southern 

pedestrian loops.  

G. Lookout and picnic area – alternative looped path for pedestrians.  

H. Central parking area – adjoins lookout, pavilion, and oval.  

I. Reconfigured roads in accordance with new Camping Plan, design 

considerations, and traffic committee review.  

J. Pavilion hub – core pedestrian precinct with controlled vehicle access.  Includes 

reconfigured wood chopping area and new pavilion / spectator structures.  

K. Pedestrian connection – improved pedestrian circulation between oval and 

added area.  

L. Controlled parking – for large event use and access to community clubs (ie men’s 

shed, croquet, dog training).  

M. War memorial entry gate – upgraded as pedestrian area only to avoid future 

damage to the gates. In line with RSL request.  

N. Car park – adjoins new dog off leash area.  Includes controlled vehicle access to 

site away from war memorial.  

O. Verge footpath and parking.  

P. Northern loop path – provide access to car park, dog area, youth club, and 

spectator area.  

Q. Northern car park – provides generous site parking and overflow for adjoining 

hospital facilities.  
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Camping plan 

 
Figure 6. Camping Plan  
 

The Camping Plan above in Figure 6 will offer the showground an opportunity to host 

visitors that will be drawn to stunning views, amenities, power, and dumping facilities.   

 

The camping area will be designated as a Caravan Park under the Location Government 

(Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and Moveable 

Dwellings) Regulation 2021  This designation will allow further site development to 

enhance the camping experience at Nowra Showground.  

 

The rectangular area shown in light pink will be utilised at showtime only by the 

equestrian community in order to service their horses and to ensure they are safe and 

well-tended to.   
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Dog management plan  

  
Figure 7.  Dog Management Plan  
 

The management of dogs and the safety of users, pet owners and pets has been 

thoroughly discussed with Community over the many years.  There is a strong 

contingent of dog owners that enjoy the beauty of the Showground for both pet exercise 

as well as for casual meetings.  These meetings have multiple health benefits – mental, 

physical, and emotional.  Figure 7 above shows an extended dog run that will provide 

dogs with an opportunity to exercise freely with other dogs, and the dog agility zone will 

also be maintained for those dogs that enjoy the equipment.  Water facilities and rubbish 

bins will be provided for users.  This area is available for dog access 24 / 7.  

 

To complement the extended run, the Added Area oval will be another off-leash area at 

the showground.  The whole added area is proposed to be fenced to ensure that dogs 

can run freely.  This area will be available for  use 24/7 but will access might be restricted 

in the occurrence of a sporting or showground event.   

 

The remaining pink area shown above will be on leash.   
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Proposed use plan  

 
Figure 8.  Proposed use plan – General  
 
The general use plan shows the Nowra Showground as a place with opportunity for 

physical activity, sport, agricultural activity, outdoor natural recreation, and community 

gathering. Further discussion below provides details and uses of each of the individual 

precincts.  

 

Nowra Showground is dedicated Crown Land and the objectives of the Nowra Show 

Society are to promote the development of agricultural, horticultural, and industrial 

resources of Nowra and the surrounding districts.  This is achieved by holding 

exhibitions for the display of livestock, horticultural and agricultural produce of all kinds, 

together with other such objects of manufactured products or the arts as may be 

determined and to provide entertainment from its patrons.  

 

The Nowra Show Society and Council have worked together over many to ensure the 

continuation of the Nowra Show as a significant social, cultural, and economic event in 

the town of Nowra.  Each party recognises the need for a close of co-operation between 
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them to ensure the smooth running of the Show and the improvement of showground 

facilities in the future.  

 

Proposed use – Show plan  

 
Figure 9.  Proposed use plan – Show  
 
The Nowra Show is an integral part of the Nowra Showground as well as a strong 

community event within the Shoalhaven.  The Nowra Showground Reserve was 

dedicated for Public Recreation and Showground purposes in January 1884.  Trustees 

were appointed by the NSW Government as the “Nowra Showground Trust” under the 

provisions of the Public Trusts Act (now revoked) to manage this portion of land (the 

original 17 acres between Worrigee and Junction Streets).  

 

At the time this document was written,  Council and the Nowra Showground Committee 

share a strong collaboration in all aspects of Showground development – strategic 

planning, upgrades, new infrastructure, and maintenance.   
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Precinct identification plan  

 
Figure 10. Precinct identification plan  
 
The Showground has been divided into seven precinct plans that provide in-depth 
principles and actions associated with each precinct.   
 
The seven precincts are as follows:  
 

Precinct 1: Agriculture 
 
Precinct 2: Main Oval  
 
Precinct 3: Camping  
 
Precinct 4: Lookout and Picnic  
 
Precinct 5: Community hub  
 
Precinct 6: Memorial and Clubs 
 
Precinct 7: Sports field and Dog off leash areas 
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Precinct 1 – Agricultural area  

  
Figure 11. Precinct 1   
 
Design Principles and Actions 
 
1.  Retain exisiting unsealed road for authorised use only.  Long term option to further 

define loop as a pedestrian / cycle thoroughfare with signage, sealed surface and 

linemarking.  

 

2. Remove weeds and undertake bush regeneration outside boundary fence. At end-of-

life, fence to be replaced with black chain wire mesh. 

 

3. Improve road near Family Café building and provide truck turning area. 

 

4. Install a post and rail fence along extension of Worrigee St to restrict unauthorised 

vehicle access to horse and cattle area. Provide year-round pedestrian / cycle access. 

 

5. Retain service access to water tower. 
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6. Consolidate southwestern corner to designated maintenance stockpile area. 

Relocate other material stockpiles to this location. 

 

7. Retain stand of Coral trees, including significant layout of planting rows between the 

cattle stands. Maintain trees to ensure safety for Showground users – remove 

dangerous branches and prune regularly. 

 
(Precinct 1 continued)  

 
8. Replace existing cyclone wire fence with 1.8m, black, powder coated, security fence. 

Plant additional trees to define edge of showground. 

 

9. Family kiosk upgraded for safer and more functional show and daily use. Includes 

amenities, cafe facility, and access improvements. 

 

10. Existing horse stables and cattle stalls to be retained and maintained as required. 

 

11. Formalised long vehicle parking and set down area. (2400m2) 

 

12. Upgrade southern pedestrian access from Plunkett St. Provide Showground entry 

signage and possible defined shared path linking to precinct loop. 

 

13. Continue upgrade of cattle ring, including covered spectator seating and improved 

field surface. Investigate potential for cattle ring to be used as outdoor venue or for small 

events (eg: wedding ceremony) associated with upgraded family café facilities. 

 

14. New poultry pavilion located within the agricultural precinct. Includes provision for 

parking (10 bays shown). 

 

15. Potential for more agriculturally based community use within this precinct such as a 

community garden associated with upgraded family café facilities. 

 

16. Managed camping area for livestock owners particularly during equestrian and 

Show events. 
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Precinct 2 – Main oval  

 

 
Figure 12. Precinct 2   
 
DESIGN PRINCIPLES AND ACTIONS 
 

1. Upgrade and formalise Worrigee Street entry for shared pedestrian footpath and 

vehicular access to site year-round. Create a grand entry to welcome guests to the 

Nowra Showground. Design to utilise existing heritage pillars and be sympathetic to 

both heritage and existing infrastructure styles (eg: sandstone rubble strip and piers 

matching character of Junction St memorial entry).  

2. Replace existing cyclone wire fence with 1.8m black, powder coated security fence. 

3. Formalise parking spaces on Worrigee Street near entry gate. Approx 15 parking 

bays. 

4. Upgrade bitumen seal road surface, including new alignment. Include rollover kerb 

and speed control measures. 

5. Upgrade or replace commentary box. Provide shared path connection from oval to 

southern site loop for pedestrians and cyclists. 
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(Precinct 2 continued)  

6. Mulch and aerate under existing figs to improve vigour. Spectator area extended to 

south and upgraded with compacted gravel pavement / mulch retained by sandstone  

kerb edge. Perimeter seating replaced with placed sandstone blocks as a simple 

robust seating element. Accessible pathways to connect car park to oval. 

7. Upgrade parking area, providing surface suitable for heavy vehicles and side shows 

(eg: bitumen seal to road and permeable gravel to parking bays). Show Society to be 

involved with assisting to identify further solutions that will protect the fig tree roots  

from sideshows during show time. Approximately 47 parking bays and parallel parking 

/ bus set down on western side. 

8. Mulch embankment and provide additional native understory planting to reduce 

compaction and erosion. Upgrade stairs. 

9. Retain trotting track for use during shows, events and informal exercise by 

community. 

10. Maintain high quality grass for field. Retain turf cricket pitch. Slightly reconfigure 

orientation of oval to suit new layout. (130 x 160m minimum size suitable for cricket, 

AFL, and League). 

11. Install signage prohibiting dog use on main field at appropriate entry locations– 

redirection to enhanced Fenced Off Leash Area (FOLA) in Precinct 5 (North St). Allow 

for walking around upgraded pathway (12) on leash. 

12. Provide a shared and accessible pathway around perimeter of oval suitable for 

pedestrians and cyclists. Loop path to improve accessibility and use of oval whilst also 

connecting to adjoining facilities and broader site pedestrian/cycling loop to the north 

and south. 

13. Retain canopy trees and provide additional native understory planting. Remove 

vegetation for path clearing where necessary. 

14. Retain clear access for service and emergency vehicle use. Upgrade existing gate 

and thoroughfare as a new pedestrian entry point and car park to service tennis 

courts. Provide associated entry signage, shelter and furniture as recreational space 

located to maximise the heritage view of the showground pavilion. 

15. Tennis clubhouse and two tennis courts part of long-term lease. New car park off 

Worrigee Street to service tennis courts and multi-sport facility. 

16. Four tennis courts upgraded as a public multi-sport facility. Includes line marking 

and equipment for basketball, futsal, tennis, learn to ride, fitness station, shade 
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structure etc. Western wall and fencing replaced with a seating terrace and gated 

stairway connections to showground oval for improved site connectivity. 

17. Replace existing cyclone wire fence with 1.8m black, powder coated security 

fence. Replace existing Cypress trees with Lophostemon confertus (Brush box) to 

reinforce streetscape in West Street. 

18. Southern spectator seating area and retaining wall replaced with sandstone block 

and turf seating terrace for improved character, multipurpose use, accessibility and 

longevity. 

19. Northern retaining wall replaced with concrete spectator seating terrace. Refer to 

Precinct 7 plan.  

Precinct 3 – Camping  

 

 
 

Figure 13. Precinct 3   
 

DESIGN PRINCIPLES AND ACTIONS 
 
1. Re-grade camping area to increase area of level ground and improve grass  
cover. Allow vehicle access for show activities, event parking and for campers. Ensure 
grass surface capable of supporting authorised heavy vehicles. 
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2. Reconfigure road alignment as indicated to simplify and control vehicle circulation 
and define a clear camping area with consistently sized sites (Approx 45 sites shown 
10 x 15m). Provide a bitumen seal to perimeter road and narrower unsealed 
secondary internal roads for campers access only. 
 
3. Install new power outlets on western side of road for use during events, so that 
power leads do not have to be laid across roads. Installation of poles above power 
boxes to suspend power leads. 
 
4. Provide poles above power boxes to allow for suspension of leads off the ground. 
 
(Precinct 3 continued) 

 
5. Consider under- grounding high voltage overhead powerlines to improve views if 
the opportunities arise. 
 
6. Update amenities building to have four changerooms, Coordinator's office, camp 
kitchen, camping showers, toilets, covered outdoor areas and dump point. Also 
provide new access path along current road alignment. 
 
7. Relocate poultry pavilion to Precinct 1 to align with agricultural use. Utilise cleared 
area for additional camping sites. 
 
8. Mulch embankment and provide additional native understory planting to reduce 
compaction and erosion. Upgrade stairs. 
 
9. Gravel informal parking area suitable for showground and event use, along with 
general long vehicle parking. Approx 1500m2. 
 
10. Approved fire services (supply and hydrants). Reconfigure to new road alignment 
as required. 
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Precinct 4 – Lookout and Picnic  

 

  
Figure 14. Precinct 4  

 
 
DESIGN PRINCIPLES AND ACTIONS 
 
1. New road alignment. Existing perimeter road realigned to the east to control vehicle 
conflict with pedestrian use at the lookout. New road alignment integrates and 
simplifies existing showground roads, defining use precincts into more legible zones. 
New alignment maintains connection to entry streets (Worrigee Street & Scenic Drive). 
 
2. Lookout Car Park and surrounds. Existing informal gravel terrace partly formalised 
to maximise car parking bays with lookout river views whilst maintaining space for 
showground and event use. View lines from committee room maintained along with 
new compliant paths linking upper hub with lookout. Approx 32 parking bays (includes 
2 accessible). 
 
3. Hanging Rock Lookout. Upgraded lookout area with improved access, safety, 
function and views. Design includes multipurpose turf area, accessibility to best 
vantage point, cultural elements, interpretive/wayfinding signs, seating, and 
barriers. Organic configuration is sympathetic to natural sandstone footprint, 
maximises views and integrates as a component of the Ben’s Walk - short loop. 
 
4. Ben's walk extension path. New pathway connecting existing Ben’s Walk entry 
points, the Hanging Rock lookout and the picnic area. Pathway is accessible, 
optimising panoramic river views and the natural ridge line. Includes interpretive 
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signage and balustrade fencing. 
 
5. Ben's walk picnic area picnic area. Upgrade barbecues and picnic facilities and 
include shelters, additional furniture, and accessible path connections. 
 
6. Nature playground. Nature play space associated with picnic area. Includes play 
elements interpreting the natural surrounds and cultural stories. 
 
7. Ben’s Walk South and North entrances. Upgrade walking track entryway using 
similar palette of materials as all other gateways. Southern entry to have new 
alignment utilising existing ridgeline. Northern stair entry to to be upgraded with 
improved access to split rock. Improve interpretive signage. 
 
8. Improve grass cover to expand picnic area by preparing and implementing turf 
management plan (decompaction, soil preparation, turf variety, maintenance). 
 
9. Provide roadside parking for picnickers. Landscape edge of road/car park to restrict 
general vehicle access. Allow vehicle access for Show activities (removable bollards). 
Approx. 26 parking bays. 
 
10. Significant views to river and beyond. 
 

  11. Consider under- grounding high voltage overhead powerlines to improve views if the   
   opportunities arise. 
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Precinct 5 – Community hub 

  
 

Figure 15. Precinct 5   
 

DESIGN PRINCIPLES AND ACTIONS 
 
1. Formalise parking areas with bitumen seal and vertical kerb adjacent to buildings. 
Provide pedestrian paths connecting to buildings. Approx 11 parking bays. 
 
2. Define heritage curtilage around Pavilion buildings with sandstone paving / kerb and 
turf/planting areas. 
 
3. Create a Showground and community 'hub' with new 'shared' pavement prioritising 
safe & accessible pedestrian use whilst allowing for controlled vehicle access. Retain 
existing trees. 
 
4. Removable bollards at each end of 'Showground Hub' to control vehicle access. 
 
5. New road alignment to integrate and simplify vehicle movement. Protect and 
emphasise view lines and provide an accessible footpath from Committee Room to 
Hanging Rock. Formalise civil works to prevent further erosion. 
 
6. Wood chopping arena reconfigured as a multipurpose 'village green' space. Existing 
spectator shelters and judges box relocated to northern side of arena to re-establish 
river views and Junction Street axis. Existing perimeter fence removed 
(temporary fence used for Show events). New sandstone kerb to define turf area. 
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(Precinct 5 continued) 

 
7. Market and event space established on western side of youth club under existing 
trees grove. Maximises river views and can be integrated as a breakout space from 
hall. Perimeter shared path as part of broader shared path loop. Redundant chain 
mesh fence removed. 
 
8. Youth Club Hall to be upgraded for multipurpose use, improved accessibility, safety, 
aesthetics, and connection/interaction with adjoining outdoor areas (i.e. western event 
space and eastern sports field). Includes improved amenities, changerooms, 
ventilation, views, covered perimeter. 
 
9. New Youth Club Hall car park off scenic drive to service. Approx 20 parking bays. 
 
10. Victorian fountain retained with upgraded garden and seating. 
 
11. New open plan community and spectator pavilion Includes new amenities, 
kiosk/kitchen, function space, and possible announcer’s box. Also provides covered 
and accessible spectator seating area to oval. 
 
12. Junction St axis reinforced as pedestrian boulevard. Suitable width to be lined with 
temporary market and show stalls. New avenue trees (eg: Ficus microphylla) to 
gradually replace existing trees at the end of their life. 
 
13. Concrete spectator seating terrace to replace existing retaining wall. Improves 
seating amenity and connectivity between 'Showground Hub' area, buildings and oval 
for both events and general use. 
 
14. Accessible ramp access from pavilion to oval. 
 
15. On grade access to oval connecting sports fields and linking broader shared path 
loop. 
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Precinct 6 – Memorial and clubs  

 
 

Figure 16. Precinct 6   
 

DESIGN PRINCIPLES AND ACTIONS 
1. Replace existing cyclone wire fence with 1.8m, black, powder-coated, security  
fence. Replace existing trees all at once with Lophostemon confertus (Brush Box) to 
reinforce streetscape in West Street Provide perimeter concrete footpath.  
 
2. Croquet court to be retained as existing use. If Croquet Club vacates in long term 
consider best use of site possibly as a pocket park transitioning between memorial 
and multi-sports facility. 
 
3. Memorial gates to be retained as the primary pedestrian gateway to the 
showground. Design palette for all other gates to be in sympathy with this gateway. 
Paint metal gates black to match proposed perimeter fencing. No vehicular access – 
entry permanently closed due to ongoing damage from vehicles vibration to the 
Memorial Gates. Existing bitumen pavement replaced with 'heritage pedestrian 
pavement' to match treatment around pavilion complex (eg: sandstone kerbing and 
pavers). 
 
4. Emphasise avenue treatment by progressively replacing existing trees at end of 
their life with long lived, stately trees such as Ficus microphylla (Fig tree, small leafed 
variety). Inform regular users to stop regularly driving/parking on nature strip. Repair 
worn turf. When necessary replace street lights with more ecologically sustainable 
design. 
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(Precinct 6 continued) 

 
5. Removable bollards at kerb layback to restrict unauthorised vehicles from driving on 
sports field. Landscape treatments to create pedestrian friendly area. 
 
6. Formalise car park at Men’s Shed (7 bays shown). 
 
7. Formalise street parking / shared pedestrian way. Create seating opportunities 
along pathway. 28 angled parking bays shown. 
 
8. Improve external appearance of dog training club building in sympathy with 
Federation Pavilion and McKenzie’s Gate. 
 
9. Heritage pavement and signage at significant heritage items such as Victorian 
Masonry Gate Amenity Buildings. Reinstate Heritage Amenity Building to former 
historical use as the McKenzie Ticket Gate. Remove toilet, open both ends and 
reconfigure to enable a walk-through display of historic show memorabilia to 
respectfully restore the reason for the building’s construction, which is the oldest 
building on the Showground. 
 
10. Controlled vehicle access from West Street for approved event parking and 
access to single use clubs (i.e. croquet, mens shed, dog club). 
 
11. Removable bollards at each end of 'Showground Hub' to control vehicle access. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



28 
 

Precinct 7 – Sports fields and Dog fenced off leash areas 

 
 

Figure 17. Precinct 7   
 

DESIGN PRINCIPLES & ACTIONS 
 
1. Replace existing cyclone wire fence with 1.8m, black, powder-coated, security 
fence. Investigate relocation of North Street boundary fence further to north. 
2. Scenic Drive entrance relocated north and formalise for shared pedestrian and 
vehicular access to site year-round. Create a grand entry to welcome guests to the 
Nowra Showground. Design would be sympathetic to both heritage and existing 
infrastructure styles. 
3. Reshape nature strip to improve car parking. Plant additional Lophostemon  
confertus Brush Box trees outside fence to define edge of showground and to 
reinforce streetscapes in West St and North St to complement car parking layout 
during Show use. 
4. Provide pedestrian path and angle fence line at West Street and North Street 
intersection. 
5. Dog FOLA (Fenced Off Leash Area). Extended off leash area from existing dog 
agility space. Includes entry points and shade structures at both ends. 
6. West Street car park (18 bays shown). Provides access to FOLA and memorial. 
Also provides controlled (gated) access for approved event parking and access to 
single use clubs (i.e. croquet, Men’s Shed, dog club). 
7. North Street car park. Large formal parking area with entry off North Street and 
Scenic Drive. Provides generous site parking and overflow for adjoining hospital 
facilities. Approx 80 parking bays 
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(Precinct 7 continued) 

 
8. Maintain sports field for junior sports, show and other events. Raise cricket pitch to 
surrounding ground level when it is due for replacement. Ensure materials (eg, sand) 
imported for special events do not raise existing ground levels over time. Provide 
picket perimeter fencing to enclose dog activities. 
 
9. Replace existing spectator seating with sandstone block and turf terraces. Include 
stairway from field to amenities, shade trees and small covered grandstand structure. 
 
10. Retain significant fig trees and improve health and vigour by appropriate 
management practices. 
 
11. Shared loop path around northern end of Showground site. Provides pedestrian 
and cyclist access to facilities and links with broader shared path site network. 
 
12. Trees retained and protected on embankment. Provide additional native 
understorey planting. 
 
13. New shared pathway along Scenic Drive. Connects the site to Hanging rock 
Lookout, Ben’s walk and broader path network along Shoalhaven River to the north. 
 
14. Steward's parking area retained for showtime. 
 
15. Large shelter in north-western corner of Added Area for show use, educational 
activities, and ground sports eg: cricket. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 – Plans 
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Appendix 2 – External Paint Colour Palette and Finishes 
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Appendix 3 – Community Engagement Report 
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