




Some common mistakes 
in the yellow bin
• SOFT PLASTICS

(eg: bags for frozen food,
bread, pasta.
Plus silver-lined chip and
biscuit packs, cling wrap,
bubble wrap, cereal box
liners, chocolate and
ice-cream wrappers)

• Takeaway coffee cups
• Foam
• Food contaminated

cardboard
• Anything labelled

compostable or
biodegradable

• Plastic cutlery and cups

The A-Z Recycling & Disposal Guide. Over 100 items listed. Visit shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au

Never put your  
recyclable materials into a plastic 
bag and place into the yellow bin.  

Bags are not opened at the 
recycling facility and all contents 

will go directly to landfill.

Hard Plastic Bottles
Including bottles for milk, water, 

detergent, laundry sprays,  
soft drink, sauces, shampoo,  

floor cleaners and soap wash. 

Glass Bottles and Jars
ONLY bottles and jars that held 

a beverage or food.
NO other glass such as  

mirrors, drinking glasses,  
perfume bottles or plate glass.

Paper and Cardboard
Including flattened boxes, 
newspapers, magazines,  

bags and envelopes.
NO absorbent paper (napkins),  

sales receipts or shredded paper.

Hard Plastic Containers
Including containers for  

ice-cream, yoghurt, butter,  
clear plastic fruit punnets,  

deli take-away containers and 
processed meat trays.

NO plastic tubes eg: toothpaste

Metal Containers
ONLY aluminium drink cans,  

food tins, aerosol cans. 
PLUS clean aluminium foil collected 

to the size of a tennis ball.
NO other metal objects.

The
Golden Rule
of the 
Yellow Bin
Most of what goes into your  
yellow bin are containers for 
food, beverage or 
soap/detergent-based products.
Items that you would typically buy in 
the supermarket.

If an item doesn’t fit into these categories 
it probably can’t be recycled via your  
yellow bin.




